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T - Sources of Information on Corrective Labor Camps yp 


Sources of any kind of information on Soviet Corrective- 

Labor Camps (commonly called cmcentration camps), always have 
been and aie inadequate. The Bolsheviks do not like to speak 
about them nor do they publish any material on the subject, 
(not even falsified); hence, any generalizations which may 

be made regarding the camps can never be regarded as anthehtic. 
Any data which may be given will always be approximte and of 

an illustrative nature, Lists of camps will always be incom- 
plete, and those which are drawn up will hever be completely 


free of inaccuracies and anachronisms,. 


In my opinion, whatever may be learned about labor 


camps can be obtained only from two sources: 


A.- cyewitnesses, among whom must be included people 
who were interned in camps and who came in contact with the 
camps, as those individuals who had the opportunity of closely 


observing the work of state security organs. 


and later fell into the German rear area, Besides, during the 
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Gérman occupation, it was feasible to examine destroyed prisons 
and former NKVD quarters, including a number or camps located 
in western Russia, (true, they were quickly taken over by the 
Germans and used in the same unaltered conditions for war pri- 
soners and Jews). The NKVD archives captured by the Germans 
probably contained much valuable informtion, They were inge- 
cessible however and any material which was published from 


these documents was graphically distorted and of little use, 


The endless stream of new refugees who have been pou- 
ring from the USSR, chiefly into the western zones of Germany and 
Austria since the end of the war, frequently bring new valuable 


information with them. 


Former Soviet war priseners, who were repatriated and 
imprisoned in special camps, "“ostarbeiters", and returning Ger- 
man war prismers may readily be included in this category of 
eyewitnesses, Both the ostarbeiters and the German PW'S frequen- 
tly worked together with the 2/k (a common abbreviation for cor- 


rective labor camp prisoners) and lived under very similar con- 


25X1 
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6.- Certain indirect information may be obtained through 
a proper analysis of Soviet publications. Sometimes appearing in 
the official press is information on resettlements, the awarding 
of prizes tc camp workers, the settlement of uninhabited regions, 
the magnitude of cmstruction work, the extent of operations of 


mines and other enterprises which are carried out by prison labor 
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and some facts on the operation of Soviet justice. 


A summation of these facts makes it possible not 
only to gauge the political and economic seni? icance of the 
corrective labcr camps but boldly to attempt a reliable des- 
cription cf the general picture of the camps: the living em- 
ditions, the relationships among prisoners,and attitudes of 
the ppisoners. This already is a basis for establishing the 
fact that the camps are a significant factor in the life of 


modern Russia. 
oy, 

men ? . 

II - Administration, Regime and the Purpose of Labor 


Camps Known to Exist Here. 


The labor camp system embraces the entire territory 
of the USSR. Most of the camps, however, are concentrated 
in the Far East, in Siberia and in the northern part of Euro- 


pean Russia from the Urals right up to the Finnish border, 


Millions of prisoners are interned in these camps, If 


million during the war years) is exagserated, then the 10 million 


[ and also by the German agents for the period 1940- 


1942, may be considered more accurete, According to my estimates, 
there were at least 6 million persons in USSR labor camps during 


the war. By now the figure has undoubtedly increased 30 percent. 


ip ae ee 
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It is impossible to give a complete picture of the 
number and the distribution of camps for any specific period 
because the sources of information represent different periods 
of time and because masses of prisoners are constantly being 
moved from cne construction project to another. Scme of the 
prisoners who were freed from work on the Baltic-White Sea 
Canal in the thirties were dispatched to work on the "Severo«# 
nikel' (North Nickle) project and the extraction of the 
Khibiny apatites (Kola Feninsula) while others were sent to 
the Ukhta-Pechora region, or to do construction work on the 
Lloscow-Volga Canal, or acress Russia to work on BAM (the 
Baykal-Amur Railroad Trunk Line), After completing the work 
on the Moscow-Volga Canal, large teams of prisoners were sent 
to "Karlag" to werk in the Kareganda Coal Basin and to conse 
truct the Kounrad ee Combine, Only @ small percentage 
remained in the main Dmitrov Camp. During the tim of rapid 
ponstruction of SUBRA (Northern-Ural Bauxite Mines) in 1942- 
1943, the labor furnished by "Ivdel'lag" included not only 
prisoners from the neighboring areas who were transferred there, 
but, also, according to reports, prisoners from all corners of 


the €oviet Union. 


transportation of prisoners is ef ected by the trens- 
portation section of ULAG and special MVD convoy units. Rail- 
road cars and ships are filled to capacity. Sanitation is im- 
possible. The doors of the cars are opaned only once every 
24 hours for 15 to 20 minutes; therefore individuals are for- 
ced to make use of the freight car floors, The close-stools 
(if it is at all possible to reach them) overflow and the same 
persons frequently have to stand in their own excrements for 
flays. | 


eS 
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Groups of prisoners usually walk from railroad sta- 
tions to ports, and sleep on the roadsides, Provisions on 
route are worse than at camps, since during this time the 
prisoners belong to no one and there is nobpdy to care for 
them, Hot food on the road is a great rarity. The distan- 
ces which must be traversed on foot are so great that the 
prisoners can carry only a minimum of belongings (if they 
possessed anything in the first place) to their destination. 
It is assumed that death claims a large toll of prisoners on 


the route, 


In short, the constant shiftings, which are perfectly 
natural when prisoners are valued as a kind of operational 
fund of human labor (and this is their chief economic value), 
blur the picture of contemporary Soviet corrective labor 


camps which in itself is difficult to survey. 


Tne history cf Soviet camps, with the exception of 
total isolation camps, must be divided into three unequal 
periods, The first period dates from the inception of labor 
camps to 1930, ‘uring this period, they were called concen- 
tration camps. They differed from Hitler's camps only in the 
fact that imprisonment in Soviet camps was for a limited 
period, Enemies of the Soviets were interned in these camps, 
They were merely weapons of terror and had no economic Sipni- 
ficance. At first, the camp regime was endurable, but later 
new prisoners were greeted iat, the statement: "There is no 
Soviet authority here, only the authority of the Solovetskiye 
Islands; you have not been sent here to reform but to perish!", 
etc, All possible forms of torture amd atrocities perpetra- 


ted on the prisoners reached unprecedented proportions by 1929, 
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According to the testimony of many observers, tens 
of thousands of prisoners, not less than 30 percent died eve- 


ry year. 


The second sericd began in 19350 with the execution of 
Kurilko, commanier of a reallocation camp on the Popov Island 
near Kema, and with a thorough purge of the entire administra- 
tion. Broadescale economic exploitaticn of prison camps wis 
initiated, "Howdy", an expression which the prisoners had to 
use when greeting a member of the administration, was revoked; 
the word "dryna", a stick with which the prisoners were beaten, 
was forbidden campletely. The change was abrupt, "Death camps" 
were transformed into “labor camps", A short time later, they 


were renamed "corrective labor camps". 


This change ccincided the imorisonment of special re- 


settlers and peasants who had resisted ccllectivization, Ac- 


[ approximately 662,000 prisoners had been inter- 


ned by the middle of 1530. Work was wrformed in 872 "Komandi- 
rovki", or sc the smll labor camps vere called in those years, 
(Subsequently the: were officially renamed "lagpunkty" [Camp 

centers/, but the word "komandirovka" remained in common usage). 


roughly 2 millicn prisoners in 1931-1932, Accor ding tof | 


soners in 1934, Mortality declined sharply in labor camps du- 


ring this period. Relations with the prisoners became totally 


sECREI 
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hurane , that is to say, as humane as cen be expected under 
Soviet conditions, The prisoners were regarded essentially 
as a labor foree which had to be taken care of, Frisoner 
specialists began to occupy leading administrative posts in 
labor camps. While living standards deteriorated throughbut 
the ccuntry, the comitions in camps were better then outside 
for individual categories of prisormers and at any rete, better 
he those of the special settlers and persons exiled by the 


administration, 


It is impossible to establish precisely the beginning 
of the third period, It arose out of the second period as a 
result of an extremely rapid growth of camps in connection 
with the general intensification of the bolshevist terror, Ths 
first signs cf the transition appeared shortly after the execu- 
tioh of Kirov (1934-1935), The chief job of the camps still 
remained the exploitati-n of prisoners as before. Up to the 
middle of the thirties, this was called exploitation, with some 
consideration for the value of labor and en insurance cf the 
minimum needs for livelihood, the gradual exploitation of. 


prison labor later became “exploitation to death". 


A reduction in the cast of maintaining a prisoner which 
lowered his standard of living to a below-subsistence level was 
paid for in lives, At the beginning of the war, the 1930-1935 
epoch was remanbered by the prisoners as a kind of "golden age" 
for labor camps, The death rate again leaped and the atrocities 


committed cn prisoners, in commection with the inauguration of 


Le 
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more severe camp regulations in 1938, once more became common, 


In as mech as this work is not concerned with the deve- 
lepment of labor camps, the regime, end living emditions in 
camps, the deseription cf the administratio included herein 


relates wholly tc the latter as seen in the present time, 
A. Camp Adminis tration 


the highest organ cf the corrective d@abor camp adminis~ 
tration is the special "Main Administratim of Corrective Labor 
Camps and Workers' Settlements" (GULAG) MVD, GULAG my be cam- 
pared to a mcdern Soviet Ministry with regard to the nature and 
magnitude of its work. GULAG occupies a special place within 
the MVD. It hardly cooperates at all with the regular police, 
the border of fire guards, nor does it have anything to do 
with the registration of credentials of the civilian popula- 


tion. 


Among the old workers who could honestly be called the 


originators and organizers of forced labor in the USSR, mention 


iam 
SECRET 
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occupied various positions, 


Fundamehtally, GULAG is the same as all Soviet minis- 
tries. The foblowing sections constitute its backbone: admi- 
nistration, transport, personnel, employment, special section 
(it is the third section, and formerly the ISCh - the Bxexcutive- 
Investigation Section- ), planning and economic, finance, esti- 
mates and bookeeping, statistics, tariff and norms, stakhanovite 
accounting, accounting and control, capital construction, sup- 
plies, cultural and educational, medical. The heads of these 
sections are called chiefs, but in essence they wield much 
less power than the heads of camp adminis trations who directly 


supervise the work cn the spot. 


Originally, all camps were directly subordinate to the 
center, At the present time, as far as I can judge, the so-called 
total isolation camps and large labor camps are divided into sec- 
tions and camp centers [Tila gpunkty'7 and cover a consicerable a- 
mount of territory. Such camps are located in Azerbaydzhan, 
along the Volga River, in the Urals, and throughout Siberia, 


N,rth Eurppean Russie anda large portio of Kazakhstan. 


A substantial number of separate and comparatively small 
canps have been turned cver to the republic, oblast, kray or 
even city authorities in the recent years, The prisoners of 
these camps, usually without exception, serve short temms and 
are lampely repatriates and inhabitants of districts which 
were formerly under the German occupation. J am under the 
impression that they are only formally registered in the card 
index cf CULAG, Like the fate of those individuals who serve 
their sentences on jobs, their fate depends comletely upon 


the oblast and city organs, 
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The part which the republic oblast/kray acministrators 
of the MVD play in other Jabor camps and the extent to which 
the decisicns of the MVD administrations affect the camps is 
not quite clear, The concentration camp zone limits cbviously 
do not correspond with the boundaries of oblasts and republics. 
Judging by separate signs, the republic MVDs have the right to 
interfere in the activity of the camp administratims, It ap- 
pears that the decisions of Moscow are systematically linked 
with the camp administrations and even the large camps must 


take these deckbions into account, 


Camp administrations, which are undeniably the deci- 
sive centers of the entire administrative structure of GULAG, 
possess the same prpanization. generally accepted in the USSR, 
an organizaticn of sections which is very similar to the cenw- 


tral structure. 


The chief cf each camp usually hes the following secticns 
under his ccntrol: administration; productinn; the third section, 
which was formerly called the executive-investigation section; 
accounting and cmtrol (URO); finance; technical supplies; gene- 


ral supplies; cultural and educational; and medical, 


Camp sections which are not present in every camp are ore 
ganized on a small-scale following the pattern of thé original 
secticns, Froman administrative point of view, they are ana- 
logous to the so-called "camp center sections". ‘They carry ovt 
special assignments and are sometimes situated far from the 


section's base, 


The chief production unit in the coprective labor camp 


system is the.camp center ("lagpunkt"), (it is at the same time 
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the "komandirovka" and somtimes the "distantsiya"), headed 
by the chief of the camp center and his two assistants who 
are &hiefs cf the production and administration sections, 


+ 


oly the assistant chief cf the production section 
has char.e cf ¢roductim work which is carried out by the © 
“ororaby" (work performers). The number of such workers de- 
pends exclusively cn the nature of the project. Eaeh one of 
them is in charge cf one or several brigades which are hea- 
ded by/brigade leaders or persons in charge of ten indivi- 


duals. 


The assistant chief of administration is in chagge 
of the production and administration séetions to which the 
so-called "komandatura", persons in isolation and brigades 
of punished prisoners are linted, The latter, however, is 
not subordinate te him but to the Third Section, about which 


more will be said below, 


The following sections are directly responsible to the 
cam ¢enter chief; planning and economic, bookkeeping, cultu- 


ral and educational, and medical, 


The Third Section with its secret sector, plays a 
very special part, It is the former Executive-Investigation 
Section. It is vested with bnoad powers and establishes 
measures of reprisal against guilty prisoners, Formerly it 
even had the pnower of carrying out death sentences, whereas 
today it cen only deable the prisoner's term, Actually, the 


former Bxecutive-Investigation Section and the present 


SECRET 
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Third Section have jurisdiction’over the life and death 

of prisoners. There are secret collaborators (seksoty) in 
the section's network; the section is directly responsible 
to Moscow for the political condition in the camp. In its 
time the Exec itive-Investi-ation Section was the "GPU within 
the GFU" while the Third Section today is the "MGB within the 
MVD", ‘The Third Sec tion is only nominally responsible to 
the chief of the camp; it is accountable solely to Moscow 


for its work. 


Strange as itmay seem, the medical section has a ppe- 
cial positioh in the camp administretion. It is responsible 
for the state of the prisoners' health and ccensequently for 
the humber of those unable to work and for the percentage of 
deaths. A prisoner is never appointed head of the medical 
section. The chief cf this section apparently receives his 
instructions from Wioscow as/does:the head of the Third Section, 
and he enjoys the right to emtact the GULAG without first re- 


ferring to the camp's chief. 


Prisoners are employed in intra-camn ee of 
all jJarge northern and central Asiatic labor camps. At one time 
they even occup&ed the pests of chiefs of camp administration 
sections and chief's of secondary camp centers, Since 1934, the 
tendency to appoint prisoners especially pelitical prisoners 


to responsible cffices has diminished, 


It is believed that already at the beginning of the war 
the majority of chiefs of seecndes camp centers were voluntary NKVD 
workers, Neverbheless, 90 percent of the administration is still com- 
posed of prisoners. The mly exception is the Thitd Section to which 


prisoners have never been admitted, 


ae \ 
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B. Camp Regine 


Camp regimes differ, but not too markedly to 
preclude the nossibility of mekine ganesrelieations, The 
most trnicel regimes ere those found in resular cemp zones 
of Sibarie and northern Russia, The greatest differences 
pre found in enecitl nurnos# cemms end in small locel 
camos. In the follov.ing description, therefore, we 


enould beer in ~ind essentially reeuler cere. 


Toe conditions of work in cemrs cre extremely 
rigorous, Foot retions are approximetely ©,000 cclories. 
Th: béeic food is bread, whien is usually distributed ir 
regularly, end soup conteining low food value, more fre- 
quently celled "belende", Its sole veluea is thet it ie 


sometimes served aot. 


Recular food rations end tnose obteined addition— 
elly from snecifl kettles, es - kind of reverd differ ereat- 
Lye. Cie pence aati ohe denend upon production and ere the 
most effective meene of forcing prisoners to work more in- 
terneively . Tha stomach mev wel] be celled the foerl point 
of GULAG's labor nolicy. Ths number of so-celtad "Kattlastt 


very with the ceamss, In 1931 there ware only three ‘lettles", 


Oo 
ts] 
mT] 
th 


or administrative end teemmic: 1 nereonral, the second 

for those fulfilling the norms and brigrdes of nunished vris-— 
oners and tie toiird for thoes legrards £ "filone"] who could 
not cone with tne euotee. The number of kettles desiened to 


spur whe vrisons»s to more intensive work soon increased. 


eccRey 
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of ten kettles in the Pechor= Cesms wiicn existed as eerly 
fe 1941; 

The firet is for stekhenovites end record=breakers ( for 
fulfilling the eesignnents 150 yercent and unwerds). 

The second is for "enock brigade workers" (for ful- 
filling the eecienments 110-149 percent). 

The third ie for neavy leborere woe fulfill their as- 
sienmants. 

he fourth ie for avarege workers end for those engeging 
in neavy Lebor but rho did not fulfill their escienments. 

Toe fifth ie for engineers end tecaniciane, shop and 
detaccment heads 

The sixth is for administrative and tecnnicel personnel 
ana office workers, 

The seventh is for hosnitels, 

Tne elguin ie for weak prisoners. 

The ninth is for tnose who do not work notedly invalids, 
treneferred vereone under investisation, ete, 

Tae tenth is for puniched vrisoners = tnose woo refuse to 

rs 


work, t10s# wno seve been pleced in nrison calls or.wao norve 


fulfilled less thon €0 vercent of their essignoents, 


Mora end Zvarnvek cre copgnizent only of sevan kettles: 


1. Vokhr ("The Armed Guard" waien is mot included with tha 


aed 


7, ATP (aAdrinietretive and “aennicrl Farsonnel) 
'ourta kettle" —~ for thoes arceadine the oauotes, 


4, “third kettle"- for those fulfilling 21-99 percent 


tae * 


Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP83-00415R002000050001-2 


25X1 


Approved For Release 2006/11/13 :-CIA-RDP83-00415R002000050001-2 


of the ouote. 

5. "second kettle" for those fulfilling 75-80 percent of the 
mo ta. 

6. “firet kettle" for those commleting the quotes under 
74 percent, 

7, for taoce wao refuse to work end wao ere uncer in- 


vactiestion, etc. 


[ Jenata new comns (Khercov, Dnevronetrover, Cdessa) 


wich neve only two or thres kettles. These camns, Nowever 
must be considered out of the ordinrry. 

Ae aprly es before the war, toe oroeressively inrpovericned 
@iet in tie cemers crested a situetion wherein the everece pris- 
oner reneined nos orly pervetuelly hungry but eraw more end 
nore feetslea, If at e certain time tue ee tc uneble to 
falfill ais quote he will continue to erow wearer and ory 
"Hlat" - a transfer to some otner job or sone sort of illegel 
aid on tae pert of tne administretion—- will be able to srve 
vim. Without taie se will certeinly nerieas The sane Rozenoy 
wio worked in tne Ukhte-Pecnore Camp Administration cormiled 
seplae from official rations whien svow the change in the 
“ood rations for tae yeers 1970-1941. From what I am etle to 
ertouer, tae wer end toe noatwer veers introduced no im- 
mrovement. Livings’ conditions deterioreted in places but not 
; GULAG'e nolicy tut owing to 


peenuse of /the general deterioretion of conditions in the 


country . 


Priconere enereed in henvy labor received the following 


retione! (In fixed calories end vercenteces oF besic retions 
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including the sole of "reward" frod for money) 


%. 1970 LORF_1LOR7 
of Ful- 


fillel mote fixed In 6 of Fixed In % of 
fillel mote 


celories Quota erlories Quota 


60% 000 85 2,000 6 
80% z,000 6B 2,250 sO 

109% 5,590 100 2,500 106 
125% 2,500 100 z,Q00 LF 
150% 7,600 100 3,500 140 


1976-1941 
Fired In % of 


celoriee Quota 


1,°C0 
1,€00 
2, O00 
2,600 


3,200 


The fool retions “sve become suantitevely end qualitatively 


worse each veer. The followin: wes issued for specially heevy 


lebor fulfilled LOC percent: 


Years 

Loo wm SEE 
rye bread in grams per dey 1,500... 1,000 800 
plein apate 250 20 80 
Steples (cream of wheet, macaroni 100 aq EG 
Maet 10 &Q 50 

(one or tas otuer 

Pieh | 200 160 120 
Daye of fast Yones 5 19 
Fresh vegatebles in crams per dey 1600 6G 400 
Anime. fats 16 16 6 
Veeetovle oils aG Li 2G 
Suger per monti (free) 1,500 HOO 200 
Sugar ver montn (for money) = 200 200 
Kekhorke totecco per nonth (free) 12 n ? 
7 7 " " (for money) None 6 4 


secre 
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In the course of 12 years since 1950 the change in the weignt 
of bread (bluntly epeckine the amount of water edded to 
flour) rose from 40 to 53 percent, “Ths doue1 stuck to the 


fingere rnd neerly every one suffered from heartburn. 


In olrece of tis filling ond fat codfisn, herrings, Ceepicn roach 


and cern conteinine low fooé veluew were introduced, 


Since 1954, vegeteble Beane included lerevas and steme 
of cuger veete, carrots, turnins and beets, 
Helf of tne poteto ration wes renlaced by white 
end yellow turnins. Waeat and sroets disannesrad entire. 
ly from tre <dtet . Gereal was cooked fron crecked onte and 
' berley. 


+ 


Horse cereaseas were not buri=<d but sent to tha kitchen, 


“he exure Ph nercent retions waten were distributed during 
tue main tolenevi iatedeT We bode Nepean aie 
bus main toleaevist aolideys { Mey eand_] November were 
revoked after tnevy were initiated in 1675. “hie additional 


fond réetion was not eungslied from the canna! stocks but from 


the cerne! nrisonears! retione, ‘ 


One month before tie holidevs, me prem of butter, meet, 
bread ond erite witaheld from the orisoners! reeguler ré- 
tione in order to nlense tiem with e "holidry dinner" 


An end was nut to thie decention in 1940. 


site ir tas cemnos is very monotonous, Tne actual 
arount of living nace allotted per nereon never exceasds 
one squnre meter, In the northern osnee houcing consists 
£4. 


carracke bullt from freshly cut loge and tne crevices 


ere aturfed wita moses, The floor is solid eerta; tnere era 
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tvo or three tiers of bunke uenelly bvilt not from borrds but 
from tainly sewed logs. When the cemss ere overcrowded which 
is very Riana these berrachs are filled above cenacity 
and the vrigonere ere compelled to sleen on one side and turn 
over on the other sid+ only on # specirl commend. Frequent— 
ly peteones in logging camns and new detechments ere forced to 


seat chealter in tente end huts. 


Berracke ere ranlaced with md iuts in the stenve re- 


elons enc orteonere usuelly eleen on the ground. In the 


last fay yeers sariously demiged city dwellings hrve been set 
geide for the use of ths locel lebor crm s, Thie hre been 


eccoscLiened oniy in connection witn the utilizetion of 


prisoners in reconstr ¢tlon of ruined cities. 


Prison Clotning is slweye scarce end is iseued only to 
tooes woo nnve reaconmencded tuemselves by systematiccliy ax 
oeeting tusir motes on teense of "blet", tast ie ty man- 


Foins $9 “ecome =f nert oF the enmmte elite, Atter the wear, 


surplus evmy clothine wae isened in core cemme Cin "Primorles" 


3 


orme ere nearly clweys fixed . “he 10-hour working 
dey weien durine the wor wee incrareed to le Aoure is marely 
Svsoretio*el, Fonfulfillment of norme involves an ircreass 
in the verkine time oF un to 16 hours per dey anc 4 nercean- 
tible reduction of food retions for "Pilone" _ idlére/. For 
waek persone ona taoce vio rre unecenstomed to it, euch & 
regime ls esuiveient to € death Sentence. Syetematic over. 
Tetigue end undarnouric-ment cpuces priconsre to grow weelr 
every der until trey fell into the catesory of " apnroacning 


dental end dia of ameciation, 
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From 1920 to 19%2/1977 convoy activities were carried out 
chisfiy by VOKHR (Tie armed Guerd) which was cemmosed of prison- 
are, Only the nigh noste wera occupied ty OGPU -N¥VD personnel, 
Beginnine 1922-192" priconere wer ho longer recruited for 
toe Armed Gusrd. The Guerd gredually beceme an euxiliary 
unit of the NYVD consistine of demobilized soldiers who 
joined it one eure beeis, Recruitment on such ¢ bee 
ie presunnoses pood drily ellowencas. ( During the wer, 
the Geily allovence of eran member of ths Armed Guerd wes 
#,56 rubles es comporred to °.258 rubles for the adrinistre- 
tive end tecnnice)] versonrel ond °,°9 for tnoce wih arvceadad 

BG 


their norms), The Armed Guerd never suffers from hunger and 


many members of the Armsad Guard xeen their femilies with them. 


Work in the Armed Guard aleo cannot be regerded ae very 


Persons who ere in thea Armed Guerd execute tuelir 


erdaces, 
oblige tions conscientiously. The overwhelming mefority of 
them do not toink un wave of conspiring wita the prisoners in 
order to immrove onyone*s slsespocition or tusir own lot. 

The chief aeniration of sech member of the Armed Gurerd is 
waolly understend:ble. It is the desire not to lose the 


nosition encuired, This insures a conscientious fulfill- 


ment oF one's office rua lovelty to the ton MV) »ersornel. 


Poe peletionehin of tne Armed Guerd to the meses of 
prisoners, ec e rite is besed on here eno disdeinful treet- 
ment oF the nrisonere, mheir relationshin Le nurely of 2 
business-like neture ceantesred on ordere ond subordinetion. 
age mle, the Armed Guard atternte to imitete tie MVD 


marsonnel enc ite behrvior creates a most unfevoratie ime 


sECREN 
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pressinyn. This type of service in labor camps generally 
spoils people. Notwithstanding this, they fully comprehend 
the position and the ps ychology of camp prisoners, and the 
best of them have pity for this unfortunate perisning mass 
ef humanity. Acts of absurd enuelty on the part of the Armed 
aiard are infrequent although tolerance is also rarely exhi- 


bited, 


Relations of the Armed Guard with the prisoners work- 
ing in the camp sohivigtswenes also ‘cannot be called close. 
Due tc the nature of its position, this grcup cannot be guarded 
in tne same manner as the workers' brigades, consequently it 
relies very little on the Armd Guard, Therefore, business 
relations are limited to drawing up certain official papers 
and execution of orders concerning workers' Qrigades, Indi- 
vidual quarrels arise on these grounds, but mutual unders- 
tanding and mutual assistance prevail, that is to say, “blat” 
or "tufta", in camp linge, without which anv kind of collabo- 
ration is impossible even in the Pred sections of the Soviet 
Union. The Armed Guard is small and prisoers enjoy a fairly 
large emount of free movement in uninhabited sua peorly aeces= 
gible regions. The Armed Guard is greatly reinforced in loca- 
les where escape is more easy. The number of persons serving 
in any one unit is therefore contingent upon the external en- 


vironment. 


There is an average of 1-2 armed persons per 100 pri- 
sonmers in logging and mining cams of the north where the 


daily trips to work are made without a large escort. The number 
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of guards are as high as S-6 per 1060 prisoers in camps where 
each brigade is escorted by a convoy, scape is feasible if 

not from all then from a good half of the labor camps and suc- 
cessful escapes are not too infrequent. As a rule, however, 
they remain known only to a very few people. Those who escape 
never tell anyone about it, while the Armed Guard and the camp 
administraticn on their part must endeavor to conceal success-—- 
ful escaves in order to avoid any clashes with the higher per- 
sonnel, These who manage to escape are usually listed under the 
category of “approaching death". In other words they sre regis- 
tered as desc, i* somtimes harpens, true very seldom, that a 
new prisoner is cbtained to replace the escaped person. Incie 
dences of unsuccessful escape, on the other hand, are grossly 
exaggerated ana the cantured fugitives are punished severely, 
These captured fugitives usually fall under the category of 
"approaching death" and die owing to. the intensely harsh con- 
ditions under which they attempted to escape and the usually 
very heavy physical puhishmemt which ensues. The tendendy to 
increase the Armed Guard, or perhaps to liquidate it, or at any 
rate to replace it with the regular M¥D units in more responsible 
offices, was being felt after the war apparently due to the 
growth of antisoviet sentiments. However, I do not have svffi- 


cient evidence to sceak confidently on this hbssue, 


The lower camc administration, as a rule, also consists: 


of prisoners and cnly high posts are oecupied by ranking MVD per- 
wonnel, ‘This cate.ory of personmel, which frequently includes 
prisoners who serve long sentences because they were harshly 
condemed, together with important prisoner specialists consti- 


tutes a peculiar group of the camp elite. Their living condi- 
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tions are much better than those of the rank and file 
prisoners, These people are heavily overloaded with work. 
They work regularly not less than 12-15 hours a dav, In 

the event of any urgent job (drawing up reports at the end 

of any specific period, an evidemic, interruptions in work, 
tec), they werk longer and bear very heavy eoeponsipttiiiess 
These persons receive a secend term for not fulfilling their 
obligations. In more severe cases, if the worker is not con- 
sidered indispensible for the position he occupies, he is pu- 


nished, This is almost equivalent to certain death. 


Sanitary conditions and medical services at campa 
are at a very low level despite the independent authority 
of the medical secticn, No buildings are free from bedbugs 
or fleas, and-all ‘clothing is infested with lice. Bath hou- 
ses and lamdries exist in insufficient numbers and the re- 
quired weekly bathing and laundering is seldom practiced, It 
follews that epidemics of typhus, #11 forms of catarrhal ail- 
ments, dysentery and venereal diseases spread rapidly due to 
poor food, usually unhealthy climatic conditions, inadequate 


elothing and very poor housing. 


Nearly all prisoners who are in the medical profession 
are employed in their specialty. They exhibit great self-sacri- 
fice and carry a large lcad. They can do very little in the 
virtual absence of ecis eae and "hospital" beds (the word 
"hbspital” is conditional), First aid and direct (useless) 
medical observation of the prisoners' health, and living Mee 
yers, is carried out by semi-literate medical technicians who 


have hastily studied some aspect of medicine. The death rate 
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in labor camps is high owing tc these conditions, and scar- 
cely 75 percent of the individuals who are placed in labor 
camps come out of them aliwe. 1+ can be openly stated that 
the contingent of prisoners in camps is replaced every five 


YeEarss 


"after 20 days of quarantine, during which men and 


women lay spravling in the bunks, medical inspection follo- 


immediately detailed to work, However] 


had to set out for the forest with one of the brigades to work 
on the construction of the redlroad. He was already ill in 


the morning and when he returned from work in the evening, af- 


ter carrying rails the entire day, he was coughing up blood. 


[the docter who tcok his temperature, 


the only examination given in the camp. 


managed to be present when the corpse wis taken out on a 
stretcher made of bags to the barracks rortuary which is emp- 


tied on certain days, The bodies were buriéd in the forest. 


"Hospitalized persors received no rest, | 
[i frrough & Similar experience some time later when, 


emaciated, he contmacted dysentery from bad food, There was 
no cabbage, and in its place milky fish soup was prepared cay 


‘in and day out. Later on he wes also sick with malaria. 
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"There was no medicine even at the front at that time, 
(1944-1945), and there were so few beds that two army cots were 
put together and three to four persons were placed on them 
cross-wise. The death rate was very high. In a month and a 
half, hardly 40 persons out of 90 [ fremainca 
alive, He died suddenly one morning at four o'clock, but was | 
left there to lie with the other living patients until evening. 
Deaths nearly always occurred in the mornings, but the doctors 
and orderlies needed bred, consequently deaths were never re- 


ported until the daily rations were distributed", 


Despite this, the camps are falsely reputed to be engaged 
in cultural and educational work, This stems from the soviet 
theory of corrective lebor cameos, which claims that these ins- 
titutions are organized for reeducaticn of prisoners and not for 4, 
punishment. This is completely divorced from reality. Nearly 
all camps oublish wall newspapers and sometimes regular newspa- 


pers which ordinatily bear the title "Perekovka" /“"Reshoeing'7. 


there are semblances of clubs, librariss, lectures, cinemas, 
Sport tournaments and even political meetings and labcr enthusiasm. 
Considerably less sums of money are svnent on these netitities than 
outside cf the camps, Hence the scale on which these activities 

are carried out is small, and these mbasures are barely percepti+ 


ble although there is no fundamental difference in the way they 


are presented, 


Nevertheless the effect of propaganda on prisoners is to- 
tully different than on persons who @re outside of the camps. A 


large number of people who are nct in camps to a considerable de- 


~ 25 = 
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gree are susceptible to its hypnotic effects, ‘There are no 
such individuals in the corremgtive-labor camps. This happens 
not only because the propagande. contradicts reality but chief- 


ly because it is not universal or sufficiontly intensive. 


Torn away from the bolshevist world of illusion, tne 
fiction of "reshoeing" /reeducation/ and "competition" are too 
closely connected with the actual goal, that of raising the 


foefficient of exploitation of prisoners. 


"Formerly, under the GPU, +hey /the educators/ were 
selected from political prisoners without reference to the ar- 
ticles of the code under which they were tried. The NKVD, on 
the other hand, gave orders to select educators frem among cri- 
minals and from emong those who had been interned for a confides 
rable period of time and who frequently could not even construct 
& sentence, Despite this, they could not eat the camp's bread 
freely. Not/a single political -prisoner cared to see his name 
on Wie. buneeuueed which the educator filled out regularly every 
day. This [notice/ is overlooked the first and the second tim, 
but after the third time, the individual is censored in the wall 
newspaper and later is called down at a.meeting, “Hxplain why 
you are not fulfilling your norms", they will ask, If these 
methods donot remedy the situation Ge éducator is sent to the 
chief of the “Komandatura" (camp center?) or to the rerresenta- 


tive cf the NKVD, First thing you know, the persm has dé&sap- 


( 
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peared, He has been sent to join the detachment of puhished 


prisoners in order not to break down laber disciplane, This 


is called Vpropapfatldd/tt/hdt71 pV / “applied propaganda’ 


More accurately speaking, the function of an educator. 
in a labor camp is nofto carry out cultural-educational work, 
as it is claimed, but to urge ahead the laggards and to distri- 
bute scarce material benefits according to Stalin's principle 


of “the best to the best”. 


The more useful the educator is,to the camp the worse 
he is for the prisoners, for he incites enmity and jealousy 


especially between the political and criminal prisoners", 


It is believed that nothing more need be added to this 


description, 


The extremely rigorous camp regime is somewhat slacke- 
ned only by the wide-spread practice of "blat", also called 
"tufta", and other names in différent camps. The word "blat" 
itself has been borrowed from the thieves’ jargon used in Udes- 
sa and signifies protection of thieves, mutual assistance on the 
basis of personal trust and by-passing of existing laws and re- 
gulations. In camps, "blat" saves thousands of lives, Numerous 
prisoners find their way to administrative, tecnmieat ia ser- 
vice positions with the help of "blat". The camp administra- 
tion could function well without them but it is in this manner 
that living conditions become more bearable, Norms which are 
completed only 70-80 percent are listed as 100 percent comple- 
ted and a few more hours are added to the completed working 


day. The distances which the prisoners must carry loads are 


increased twofold fon paver/; the hills which must be dynamited 


x re 
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are magnified tqmountain-sige, etc. The daily rations ob- 
tained through "blat" are no better than those of the admi- 
nistrative and technical personnel and ration increases are 
listed as products which have been "consumed". A large per- 
centage of fish caught by the pease is allowed to be kept 
by these who chen et and is distributed among friends and 
comrades. Frisoners working in bgging camps may pick ber- 
ries and mushrooms and even set traps with the help of "blat". 
Zven secret purchasers of seid aay promre( this metal from 
labor campos by resorting to "blat", In many instances "blat" 
is mere important. than formal requirements. From the point 

of view of formal ethics, of course, "blat" is a sign of com- 
plete corrupticn. But individual ethics, which should not be 
measured by cur standards, prevail throughout the USSR and 
especially in‘lebor camps, In contradistinetion to our mo- 
reals, the morals of the Soviet individuel are inevitably in 
conflict with the law, An individual who observes Soviet le- 
gel standards (especiaily those of the camps), frequently does 
it against his own conscience, whereas one who violates these 


standards often does a good deed, 


The problem of ethics in the USSR is a unique problem, 


we will only mention the fact that labor camp “blat” must in 


no way be ccnsidered an elementary corruption, [ 


thousands of individuals owe their lives to it. 


6. The “ature of Labor Gamps Known to Exist Here 
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fresuently..does it ageinast. nis own Consciance, whereas 

one who violrtes hee ae aaaae often doer & gonad caad. 

The problem of athics in the USSR is a uninue vroblem, 

We will only mention the fact thet lebor camb plat" 

must in no wey te considered on elementery corruption. 
5m [thousands of individuals owe their lives to 

it. 


i 
4. The Neture of Labor Cermes Known to frist de 


Pricon lebor is used cnlefly vhere environmantel con- 
ditions make it difficult to employ voluntary lebor es, in 
the north, in wninhebited regions, in forests anc minee and 
on heevy and letor-coneaumine: constyyuction uuoaeetey The areas 
beyond the noler repiorprs develonad ty prisoners. Labor 
comme ere loceted bevond the Artic Circle in the following 
plecast 

1. @uronesrn Russia; the Kole Penineule. (there ore creme 


in Lurmenek, Kenéclekshe and Moncheagoresk): Foveye Zenlye; 


, 


Fran: dosenn Land; Vaygazh Islend; and nerr Vorkute. 


ec 


". Asietic Russie: alone tie lower reaches of tos Yenisey 
and the Lena; near Varkhoyrnsk; elon the middle and lower 
Solyns; Chukotesk Peninsula; and along the Bering Streites. 

It is impossible to accumulrte sufficient metearinl for a 
somewnat commlete enal-sie of tne prison aves. exe to eecer— 
tein tie reletive immorterce of slave lebor in the genereél 
picture of lebor in the Soviet economy. Moreover it [tre 
‘letor ndlicy,/czenges depending upon the over-el1 evononic 


nolicy of the bolenevilke. Zven that which we elready know 


ot \ 
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‘on specirl purrose cerms permite us to gresp the besic treng, 


rn 7 


nemely thet of renressine the mojority of prisoners engaged 


in heevy meruel lebor, considsred "leet favored" Ly free 


Jebor, which reovires little om no ¢rilis, 
It mey be etrongely ascerted thet besienlly the crmms cre 
(aporevimrtely TO psrcent of e211 work), construction of 


roads censle end industrial vrojects (anmmroximetely 35 per 


cent), timber procurement (anproximetel; 16 orcent) heevy 


inevetr: (roughly 10 wereent), agriculture, etc (remaining 1 percent). 


The percenteges in prrenthesis of course fre constently 
fluctuecting, but the tesic types of onerations which have 
just been list#d, it seems to me, hrve remained tas «ene 
during °Q years of practice in using forced letor in the So- 
viet Union, No me’or cnanges here chould te exvected. 

It is eimslag to exerine the known lebor comms from the 
point of view of their subordinetion anc tus neture of t+thair 
work, eines we know “rom exoerience thet there exist corract- 
ive ~lobor cen systems wiich ere eubordinete cirsctly to 
Fy oscanerete corms, sometives very lerge ones too, wich 
ere euborainste to the locel MYO administretiors (renublic, 
oblast, «rey or city) ; cemme viich receive orders .(uncertken t 
contract) from tnose orgenirationse which ere cirectly exvoloit- 


eq within the MVD network. 


On tne tesis of taese classifications: tn. concentration 
caine of the USSR mey be divided es follows: 
i. Leree Concentration Cemp Zones 


Under this heading I include large Corrective-Labor Camps 


, 
¥ 
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woich ere directly subordinste to the cantrrel GULAG apmeretuc 
and which embrece large synanses of lend. Networks of leree 
end small erro civisions snd cemn cantere cover tna territory, 
Cheir cigtrivution ond errangement chenees redicelly from vear 


to verr, 


The Irrgeet mese of Soviet orieoneare lives and toils in 
cers of taie enrt wiiech one mey tee the liberty to cell 
Neleseierl " cerns, GULAG emnloys only # necligible portion 
of orisoners c-detly in euriliery enternriseas, It Le Piret 
or €1] © purveyor of lebor or # contrector for thea existire 
Soviet economic crecnizetion in #¢ vivern Locrle,. 

Here the oriconers cre angeged in rord waildins , cone 
struction and operestion of mining antervrises, lumbering , 


a 


verlo.s nionsering work necessary for tis set 


“Taerert of oa 
region end monarel extraction, They ere amployved in the most 
monotonous @nd ardiuste operations witen require a large amount 
of unsttiiled debor, Prisonere who hennean to be admitted into 
& Tres incguetry cre treeted as voluntery workers durine work , 


“hie erestly relieves their nosition. 


“mterprises cuca es "Sovy7roloto", Ciat1—Union Goreng 


~ 

v “Wolfram Combine", “Suctenurol'" {Suchen Corl] ete.., 
whie'a employ prison lebor, sign contrects with GULAG, GULAG us- 
delly muntertaxes tas reaponsibility of executing certein oper~ 

rat e : ; . = s 
ettiors, Salling treee in a given area, devalonine or bulldinge 
mines, ste... A cimole transfer of mennower ie seldom effected, 
ang then only for the nurposs of axploiting wrisoners directly 
in the intersete of industrial entarnrices. In both instances the 
civilier sntarorices fully ray GULLG Tor 217 work carried out 


by the priconsre on the basis of esetimetes erid wage retes., There— 


Tore, oo regards the formal and Srmi¢ienl reletions, GULAG is 


e cortrector similer to any other Soviet «economic orgenivation. 
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Such mutuel reletione, on the one hend, voreclude the 
possibility of interference of administretion orgense of 
the UTSR netioneal sconomy in GULAC operetione, On the other 
nend, this ie the onlef sources oF nerconn) revenue for the 
VD, NKVD expenditures alweys apvear modest in the netion- 
al budget of the 1199SR. “he sums which ere hen@led be CULAG 
ond wiica cre dectgorted “troneferred from tna account of 
Deltlee!, Kroslee', 'Ivdel'lag' and eny otner 'Lee"( cam) 


7 


ers in tene If not nundreds of millions of rubles beceuse 
GULAG "eerne" not only money by using cueen prison Lebor 


to pav for tie “rewerds" distributed for exceeding the norms, 


bat even ty resorting to contréeect work, 


In conrection witn the ever developing tendency o7 GULAG 
to snift From construdtion work to tna operation of anterpris- 
ac (for eaxersle, the Ukhte Patroleum Combine, "Vorkutugol'" 
Combine, @nd e’nunbat of "Del'etroy" concerns it ie mr opine 
jon thet tne Ciflerence between enterprises of ather minis- 
ries whieh uee prison lebor on e lerge-scele end anternrises 
or tae MVD tnich nee voluntety libor is being ereduelly ef- 


feced. 


Nevertaslese, tis ones wuich the lebor crmp-contrectors 
and theiv seactions end csi centers cover mist be conslisrad 
levee end resresant the most tioiesl form of GULAG econcnmy. 
Verious ceteroriss of prisoners such ee noliticel prisonars 
and criminels who ere cilefl asntenced to not lese then three 
yaers OF imvrisoinreyt cre sent to these zones, However, pris- 
oneres Drom emong the locel inhebitents who Sane snort terns 


ere scent to fais ecrep eveten, verticuleriy when smaller cama 


ot 


roe 
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under the control of the city authorities do not exist neer- 
vy. 

The reguler concentration camp zones encommrss nearly all 
of Siberic ene tha entire northern Surenern Rueeie, notably 
the leest inhrbited vlaces. In tate vey touav area being predu- 


ally prencred Zor colonization. 


The tes of the lebor cemne loceted in theses rrere consists 


in develoning tue returel resources end furniching plenned 


construction vrogecte with letor. Succeedine fas ccmms are 
eniefly forced eettlements (snecial sattlere nnd exiles) and 
toan volauntery settlements of free noouletion, waicn finelly 
Gevelowe these elmost uninhebited rezions, dsnce the concen- 
tration comp cones waich constitute tre nucleus of the en- 
tire Corrective-Lebor Camm system pley e very leree role in the 
economic development of the USSR. It is beceuss of tne exist- 
ence oF tals sistem that the Soviet mower cen aisprte: e leree 
leocr force to regions subject to cnlonization ena compel : eub= 
etentiel wortion oF neonle to lebor frequently in lethel Tclinetios 
conditions, It cen bea strongly thet the development of the Soviet 
Kert:, the Kole Panineula, Kerelie, the Ukhte-Pechora region, the 
Teymyre, Kolyme end Crukotke became noesible only oving to 
the lebo~ cemps, It ie unnecessery to voint out thet « large 
mepsure of economy effected in matearicls ie neid for in humen 
lives. 

Development of these tracts of lend by otner means would be 
much more costly. Moreover it would undouttedly proceed over 


c lorger nerioa of tima. In ve mach ere tue teek of "nvertering " 


— 
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aoné surpassing the foremost cenitelist countries" cannot be 
noetnoned, the Kremlin has no otner recouree at tne yresent 


time then to develont end intensify thie eveten. 


The trenesformrtion of the o14 GULAG into @& frenework for 
tie entire Ministry of Interne] Affeire end tne ennointment of 
Sergey Nikiforovica Eruglov to the ministerial vost, & man who 


fe urdeaniebly & food bucinese men end the erartest snecielist 


on saestions of exnloitetion of forced Letor, wast therefore 
be regerded es ep new decisive steno orecisely in thi direc- 
tion. 

Concentretion cern zones ere errengad in the following 
order (from erst to west): 

—~ Ghubote Corrective-Lebor Gemme (on the Chukothke Panin- 
eyle} 

- Kamehetie. ee ee Gams (in Kenche tira) 

-~ Worth estern Corrective-Lebor Crips ("Sevvostoxlon" )(nor- 
thern pert of Keaberov Kroy including the ferous Kol yne) 

~ Yexutek Corvective-Labor Crmpe (Yakutelk Af SR) 

= ures ceme (atbravieted "Burlep") wita hepdnvertere in 


Bleeovesacnensk on the Amur River with & number oF effiliates 


in the Zeve enc “ureve River beeins. 


Me first tures zones, end to ep lrree axtent the others, 


are exmlnited eimoct earclusivealy by tne aneceliad “Del tetroy" 


of the VD. aie te e neculier orgen*vetion bout wstica more 
i 
wil? he seid belo, 


an 


_ Fer Seotern Correactive-Lebor Cemne ("Del les 


ene "Primorlee") 
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SECRET 


with haedsuertere in Vledivostok embreceas tis entire Primorskly 
Krey end rert of Seknelin Islenc . Thie vone is not exnloited 
by "Del'stros"; the MVD coneoritently wita ite oon work, wide— 
ly exercieas the trenesfer of prison Jebor to enternrises wate. 
are subordinete to otuer orgenizrtions, primeriy; the Suenen 
Soal Industry end the lead ant silver mines of Tetyukne Bey. 

As en excention to tas ruls, orisonere of the Virdivostox 

Lebor Cem ere situeted on the nortiswestern outekirte of 

tus city end sre secioned in the hertor end in eainhuiloine 
enternrises, "Frimorloe" sections locrted in the following 
nlrcee nertéein to tnis¢ mes Ackol'd Igiend, Serkkhslin Is. 
Jeng, Ceum “Nelshbo be" in Sucarn, and the city of Vledivostok 
orovter. “he adminietretive jurisdiction ares the folloving 
cempe Le not lerr: Mixoloyevek on the Amur, Polovinke, Novo» 
tem-owels end Picineecursl. Until recently Chite Oblest hee not 
bean © concentretion cerp yore, Paerhane this is dus to stre- 
teete rareons, Sensrate cenmme were located only in tee Merchinsk 
mining region. Beeed on incompletely nroved dete leres econ— 


rgante of priecomere ware cent here in 1546 nmyimerily From tae 


hes, the Ukreine end Belorucsie (i.e. after the vie~ 


. “hera is no doubt thet « smell number of re- 


petristse suepected of prrticinetion in the Vlecov movement 
found their way into tne Nerchine mines. A Gernen who wes re- 
‘ 
lesead from ep Soviet cam in 1°48 contends tht he eaw cnained 
prisoners et tae Draindineskiy Wolfrem rnd Vol, bdenum Combine 
veering torn Garmen uniforms, Sewn on the regyel uniforms were 
white etrines on wiien tne word "treitor” wae inscribed, It is 
merfectiv conceivetls that tasse were former soldiere of the 


Fleetav Arm, 


pe TH 
Yoel Rs 


es 
te! ae vg 
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Pherefore there is reason to asenme thet in the neer 
future Daite Cileet will become eo coneentretion crim zone 


spat re tee nsishboring Irkute Cbleet. 2-7 
© wae 

At the precent time, suea well-known ermms in Chitr Colest 
exicy ag Peer re Tarofey Pevlovien,,(sic) Dermidonovekiy, 
Gubrrevo, Zeveranekiv, Fhepcherongineskiy, Dr vidineriy, end Ner- 
cuinskiy. 

-South “Liberian Corrective-Labor Cems (ebbrevieted "Yarasi- 
blee") with aeedouerters in Irkutek, ere loc’ ted throug nout 
Irkutex Oblast including tos Buryst- Mongolian ASSR, Heve the 
meieoners ere exploited in the Cherekhoveakiy Corl Besin, lum 
paring, ferrous eng non-ferrous retellurey «nd the gold in- 
dustry. Ture ts resson to helieave thet Bodeaybo, formerly 
tne lereest canter of BAM Je cet ak Reilroed “ruok Line]; 
is becoming the herdouarters of a sneciel cero v7one. 

Pormerly there vere numerous otner Senne alone the Beykel- 
Amar Reilrosd "rank Line which pertained to the caterory of 
enecisl nurvose came. Savarecte comms under tuice ceteapory 
herve pansined in eaxietence to this very time. Their edrinis- 


trative ties ere still nehulouc, Prieonere in these céemne are 


ed in ranairese on the reilroad bed in mineral ertrection 


eneF 


ing operetione, Formerly the eaninistrative head- 
suerters of nai camps were loceted in Trysnet, Svabodnyv 
end Zodaxybo, 

~ Krasnoyerss Corrective-Labor Cemns, (etbrevieted "Krnelag") 
with headquarters in Freenoyare’s enc Kenex, cover only the 
eoutnarn and cantrel pert of Kreenoyareh Kray. Tre entire 
norta beginnine cnoroximy tely with the Arctie Circle is é 


rore to tate. isolation cemys tno wiich we will return lever. 


"Eve sles" eections ere loceted in thie region in the Noginsk 
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Mines end in Turuknensk, 


Byawitnees in 1946 insist thet soldiers who eerved in the von 
Penwit Coserc Division ere in this svetem, 160 km from Kres-— 
noyersi.. “ae Coesechs veer torn ~-Germen uniforms . White stripes 
with the word "traitor" inserited on them ere cawn on the unl- 


formic. 


a 


Tare are eleo several cams of former Gernen wer prisoners 
who were turnec over / to the Ruseians/ by the sllies. They 
ars nerriy fll dressed in torn Americen end “neliesh uniforms; 
‘ 


tue demobilivetion order hes not annliei to them, They ere 


enee ged in logging onearetions. 


Tue mouth of the Venisey end tne adfoinine regions 
have been included in a eneciel eyetem oF Noril!sk Corractive- 
Labor Canms ("Noril'sklae") waich forms a deep wedge in the 
tree of totel isoletion cemmos end is intenced to service such 
Geveloning enternrises #8 coal mining end nonferrous metel} 
carey, cuiefly the conver end nickle combine, — "Torecninlee" 
(Ton enen tie Corractive-Labor Cemns) with headquarters 
in Tomes ens Acaine’. We will lcter return to these two 
YONSE lek. steamess the vitel industrirl centers of tne 
country. 

"Sables" (Stherion Correctiva—Letor Cemne) is ep ayetean 
which ie vary anelegous to “urghsiblees end Kreeleg and ie ad - 
mintetared from Novositirsk. This zone covers neerly the en- 


tires Novosibirsk Oblast and a section of the Altey Region, The 


old Naryvmskyy cemms likewies are @ nert of this zone. 
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Kraslee end Sibles border on the tote1 isolation zone 
wieress the Toboltek Corrective-Lebor Ormms, a rone of 
very grim camos, begin in the north -west. Here the pris- 
oners ere vsed svclusively Ly the MVD in logceing and other 
operetions. 

Tae Keregonde Corrective-Labor Came, (ebbrevieted 'Kerlce") 
with seetione in Snacsl!, Aktyubinse’, Leninogors=, Seminelavinsk 
end Patropeviovery, live southeast of Sibleg enc cover the en- 
tire Kernegende Coal Racin, the Drherkarvgen end Kounred Copper 
Nainee and elmost ell of the ore-beerine Altcy region, These 
chips «re only second in «ize to the fanone "Kolyma" end 


"Vorkute", and they heve elready expended thousands of Lives 


ra 


mn the souetruehionc 2o5. aad .methieureicad industries woaieh 
have been undertaken here. 

Frisonere of the (Northern) Urel Corrective-uabor Cemrs 
("Sevurallag", with neacquerters in Sverdlovek, are cnistly 
amoloyed in Urel mines end in heavy industry, specificelly 
the cnercoél industry end Lurbering in Sverdlovsk and Chelys- 


tinsk OUblastes. 


WIveel'lact (Ivdel! Corrective-Labor Cemps) which ser- 
vices Severourel'sic aluminur exclusively #«nd whicn borders 
on the Ukhtinsk cemos and the Fecnora Corrective+Labor Camps) 
UPichnorles" lise farther north. The latter ie a Tield oF ace 
tivity for euch speciel orgenizetionr ss "Sevzheldorstro:" (North 
Reilrosd Construction) and the Ukntinek end Pechors Combines 
of the MVD, Tn. the far norta,"Ivdeltlec" bordere on "Vorkutos~ 


troy" came of the MVD which compete witn "Kolyme" and "Vorkute", 
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ion camp zones once ound further 


south. They are as follows; 


"Usol'tlag" with headgtarters in Solikamsk; Kirov Correct ive.Labor 
Camps (Kirov Oblast)$.Vyatlag (along the Vyatkg@River) vith 


headquarters in Volosnitsa$ Unzhlag (along the Unzha River in 


Ivanovo and Gor'kiy Oblasts)f Vetlag (along the Vetluga River, 
Gortkiy Oblast)} Ust'-Vym-lag; Vychegdalaggeme Vishchoralag 
(southern <omi ASSR)$ Sevdvinlag (along the northern Dvina as far 
as Arkhangel'sk)s Kargopol'lag; dneaalngs Pelomorsk | formerly 
Soroklags Solovich, which have long ago receded into the background;zomt 
caps situated on Vafgach Islands, Novoya Zemlya and Franz Joseph 
on wluckh ae 
Land 3 Kandalakshinsk, Murmansk and Monchegorsk campsfphtimarily 
engaged in mineral extractionjand "Fuzhlag", a small concantratior 
er ee with headquarters in Baku, which was created in 
Azerbaydzhan deeb chiefly eee eee on of 
railroads and aviation ere ee at the present tine for the 


construetion of heavy industry which the Five-Year Plan envisions. 


B. Total Isolation Camps 


The first total isolation caps in the Soviet Union were 
located on the Oe ne Mafior political prisoners 
and criminals mara sentenced to more than 10 years were sent there 
without the right of receiving visitors or corresrendence. 
Already in the thirties the Part, Seer became too 
small for-Skgad total isolation camps anfleanss vere organized 
WH strict ; 
first in the ‘ary And then Sarakiad_at the mouth of the Ob 
River, «At the present time Solovkd, Kolvan and Narym must 
we regarded obsolete in this respect. The Solovki are small, ithereas 


detained 
Extensive and eer coustMuction m# is under way at Kolyaa which 


+ ese 
requires contact with and large misbers of pe opley therefor 
ik is not suitable for complete isolation. 
antr 
Henee largegalcst uninhab:.ted tracts of land have been 
set aside for total joslation camps which are bordered on the east by 


er 
the lover reaches of the Lena River and on the southemand eastern 
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half by the Arctic Circle beyond which the Noril'sk industrial 


region forms a deep wedg}) with the aforementioned NoriL'sk camp” 
farther on, the border swings southward and, inedanaynctamocdee 

Rayat separating the total isolation zone from the zones of Siblag, 
Fobol'lag, Sevurallag, Ivdel'lag and Pechorlag, it forms a large circle 


‘ at 
ana eoeee et Baydaratskaya Bay, follewing eee the 


administrative borders of Yamalo-Nenets National Okrug. 
Of course not all of Tako hese large expanses are completely 

isolated from the rest of the world. However, there are large camp 

zones where entrance is forbidden even to the native hunters, hverything 
whieh takes place there ig shrouded yee mystery. There is no 

doubt that these camps S@ahold persons ecnorre ted Meee eo ye eT 
wo on, far has yet been successful in starting a nad Renan gop pat with 

ao not 


$he crisoners ebémebed in these camps and I brew-ef-mm7 3 src 


ever cane from there. It is Guat yrecisely these canpsg 
Teheoresiores $n Pobes 


apparently more than a thousand persons are languishing, 


wkoskhx and not the Sepuake pogular Soviet CorrectiverLabor Camps which 
must be co-pared with Giex' Hitler's death camps, They differ chkethy 
CAMPS, 
doockhexk from the regular say{breetal purpose camps of the 1VD and 
local camps fin that peovle tm:_J_Z4 in the isolation campshre not subject 
so much to limited exploitation dictated b; the eonomic strategy of 
as to OO wheahwas the case with 
the bolsheviks xutexky direct physical exterminatio y) as Chex Gin 
Ln 
prisoners in German condrptration CHIMPS « oe all other camps the MVD 


general], Moreover, « 
isKnotivated by Me Mfulfillment of assignments at any HEED prbcapad A a 


takes into account substantial losses of people, 


individuals must_first perish) | Ran 
Rieetxpartxk In total isolation camps{amfheir econom'c sete tation is 


off secondary importance, 
ale, - 
7 individuals suspected of concrete political activites 


against the Soviet authorities are sent to the total isolation camps, 


and secondly, major criminals. The terms of oe are nob =r 
Taio to & ¢ dio nat Brew! 


than ten years but themdbdbdonenc§-wreuanaly feng |) At lecst I kaaw 
Tohbormnarsos ofborechinee Perenockhoeee” of $asy who returned from therée 


er oe 
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Onlyairect evidence may be obtained on the regime Of these camps. 


€ 
People sent EieugfatetFensported under very heavy peer f in constrast 


canvo 
with the other camps where the penta | is very light) as far as one of 
there 
Ss 
the wharves on the Ob, Yenisey, Lena or ‘any other river, Fron %kem on 


i degkeetim. 
“they smassgeame- foot across the tayfa ang¢bundre to their p 


designations The crosgjjngs to is@hation zone limits are long and token’, , 
: é 


~~ Food ebnsists of 200-300 grans of Mead @ dee and aciihigtict 
soda 


a rations are searcee The majority of prisoners discard _. 
we 


their belongings along the road. The :ercentage of peopn’.e who nerish 
from overfatigue and chiefly from catarrhal and stomach ailments 
on houte/Treaches 30 percent and sometimes goes UP to 50 percent. 


25X1 
The only eyewitnesses who returned from imprisonment in 


February 1948 were thpee very ill Austrian Nazis ( two of them have Tegeady 
died) who -@eckact spo-e of ¥ "Molochnitsa" @oncentration @amp which is 
apparently situated tn peter isolation zone. 

"The conefiptration camp is l-cated beyond the Arctic Circle in the 
direction of the Ural Mointains, The exact coordinates are 1wonmcktkakin, 
as) At is situated in the tundra region. There are no habitats 
within a radius of 300 km. The camp guard is éntirely|made up of ‘ND 
personnel. meee Moreover the camp is surrounded by several rows of 


BE watch emer eri camp 


Conlon 
whieh Beree pearch lights and machine guns. The eamp holds 15-20 theo 


fi 
barbed wire. 


thousand prisoners. ‘These rersons are sentences to life-imprisonmaht 
*without the right of correszondence!™ [' rom 1943 to 1946 a heaton of 


Nagi 
the. camp was set off for,Cerman war prisoners ( Plidswasen 2 cons&sting 


of officers and the intelligentsia) who, however, were o pated Mees 


geuditiers than the kuti 


"olochnitsa" Camp, Th€*latter group lives in aries which conbain no 


beds, o@ illumination or any sanitary or other facilities for nornal 


Wcisizem existence. 


fact that qe’ etic nights predominate in this region it is possible to 
joes at CearP. way 


. Foam. 
existence of these people. Approximately 65 percent of the-—tetal are 
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(no one dom knows what kind), which is immediately shipped ssa 

an unknown direction, MNamxig Rougly speaking, 30 the persons’ dag every day. 

Russians who were in Germany, including ostarbeiters, those who partis 

cipated in the Vlasov movement and a large number of former war vnrisoners 

$0 DAA! 

began swaiaukne In September 1945. They were vlaced in camps located in 

a special places which was surrounded by barbed wire. Contact with 
“war 
other prisoners «strictly forbidden, Sramkemnricamax The treatment they 


received was worse than 4 RP the treatment accorded tie 


other prisoners, Gyewitnesses affirm that these unfortunate beings 
their faked bodi 

were led befare Cogreu all prisoners a ouched with cold water 

until thes were covered with a coat of ice," 


In 1946 the German war prisoners whc remained alive, chiefly 


engineers zouk ities were transported from "folochnitsa" 
Camp to some other camp. Our eyewitnesses who were experts in machi.ne= 
building were sent to assemble German equipment at the Chelyabinsk war plant 


Qaad, Aan whe, ow 
fopmigepedeiaest, 
od rations in "Molochnitsa" Camp wak@as follows: soockkmxxeromes 


> Sommimeh- Soup for tunch 
tea and 200 grams of Bread CXDCK EC CHRD aS ea find the same for supper « 


No fats were issued. Sugar and tobacco were issued only gGmeouk on important 


holidays. 


an underground camp situated somewhere in the vicinity of the mouth of the 


Yenisey River on the sea coaste 

It apvears that prison lagor of total isolation camps is empbemec 
used in lieging and rafting tinber axa and in building new roads 
in uninhabited regions, It is conceivable thet they are also amployed in 
pad sree nropspecting jobs on the Taymyr Peninsula, where , according to 
unconfirmed Sources a new nickle combine will be constructed in the next five 


yearse- 
8. Special Purpose Campse Phe 
The igurianga~ofganizetion offcon 


also dates back to the thirties. Such projects as the WhiteSea=Raltic 


emtration camps Z the USSR 


Approved For Release 2006(41/43 : GE-RASF-00415R002000050001-2 


-33- 
Rgoentien For Release 2006/11/13 : ars C3 Peer 


Canal (Belbaltlag) (the develbpment of Khibinsk apfatites and Kola 
nickle were undertaken by prisoners, The famous BAM (Baykal=Amur 
Railweed Trunk Line),, the Moscow-Volga Canal and many other projects 


were built by GULAG of the NKVD "iia es the fact that these projects 
} 5 5 Denes" Mio 
were put eect Q. LAS ore FORCE showed 
Soviet auchorities the invaluable advantage of mobilizing forced labor for 
extensive amir Labor-consuming eee projects. These projects 
Rn es 
the NKVD=""VD from a contractor “ian and a purveyor of ereuibcakerc 
ees 25X11 


manpower to a manager and operator of the projects turned over to it 


fa construction. 


serious changes in the my 
increased the role of the MVD in the Soviet economy and compelled it 
to create a number of construction and industrial mk organizations such 
as the "Dal'stroy", the Ukhtinsk Petroleum Combine and the "Vorkutugol!™ 
which wer principle 
Trust fermanized on the mxampika of the usual Soviet economic organizations. 
Camps working for thek own organizations depend ~ore on them 
Sindlar Civilian agencies. 
than on : » rreserving formally the ks 
relationship that they maintain with the latter, ees eee 
exc...sively @=suopliers of manpower, seldo- receive individual 
omtorg) and sre actually always required to accent conditicns which 


"their" contractor specifies 


onstruction and industrial MVD organiza- 


tions e are placed over the camps and 


ON Th OkkoTAancee wi ee fe uf : 
administer them = ne ir interes’ utilizing the above-mentioned 


camp apnaratus for this ~urpose,. 
for the sake of uupl deity 
in the future, 


"Dal'stroy", “Gevzheldorstroy", "Vorkutugol't, ete. 


Corrective-Labor Camps of al'stroy" MVD 


The "Dal'stroy" of the MVD services the following camps: 
Chukotka Corrective-Labor Camps, North-Eastern Corrective—Labor Camps, Xammt 
Kamchatka Corrective—Labor Camps and to considerable extent Yakutsk and 


Burey Gorrective-Labor Camps. 
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i: has beon changed into a 


conefptration eamp zoe and the conditions therein are believed to be no 
more rigorousem than ih any other camp. ‘SW "Kolyma" was destined to become 


the nucleus wand eOeRGLEDCKE 


wy an outpost for mmx the develovment of 
the whole far northeast ESR, . 
Wie -olyna", or officially "Sevvostlag" eB of camps lecated 


prinarlly along the Kolyma River, and Sammon embraces the centralycamp = 


aerials from Zonsonol'sk to Okhotsk and 
further on to Gizhiga and eee Si was begun in 1940 and was 
interrYyted Guming the war, It atnears that ae purpose of this railroad 
is to service lerge air fields which lie between the Sea of Oshotsk and 
Kolyna. | 

Tn addition to such aoneiions as lumbering, road and other 
constmuction and transport, "Dal'stroy" is engaged in mm prospocting 


and extracting ni penal ss especd Lally nonferr: ous and rare minerals. 


The a dnae ent eROseeautnE administration of "Dal'stroy" id the 


best eqyiipred enterprises of this type in all of the Soviet Union, whe 


V.A. Tsaregradskiy and B.N. Yerofeyev, its cecters are the foremost 


scecialists in Ge tiera—t geologieal prospecting of nonferrous metals. 


which considersabl 
Prospecting zm naturally depends o. e@ movement is under the suvervisicn of 


Phone. 
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prisoners ‘ 
mmo are delegated small resvondibilites, mhixfixxke such as Sarrfyme 


data on denosits which are already being exploited. The following ne 
outstanding geologists and Laureates of Stalin Trizes are working 


voluntarily for "Dal'stroy': 
25X11 


meee costs of "Dal'stroy" for “mom hired personnel] .3wheepaors 
Beginning February 194 A RExa recruitment of such personnel was increased 
through placement section of the MVD (14 Gogolevskiy Boulevard, Noscow3 
27 “ayakovskiy Street, Leningrad) and through personnel sections of 
oblast (kray, republic) xame AGninictrations of the MVD ih Trkutsk, 
Novosibirsk, Sverdlovsk, Chelyabinsk, Krasnoyarsk, Tomsk, Firov, "olotov, 
Kuybyshev, Saratov, Rostove-on =theeDon, Kemerovo, Varnaul, Kiev, Alma-Ata, 
and Ufa, Apparently recruitment is ea pees out by "Dal'stroy" to 
this very day snd the following catagories of specialists are being hired 
(according to advertisements in newspaner morudt) 

x 6 (Irformation available in oes translation of stumexy. 


at Redlitih' gfpresent = eatise) 


a . *. * a . * . * a . s a ° . . se . a ° . a ® . * *. * * 


Feople work voluntarily for "Dal'stroyt, 


se on nae a ere 


in many other large enterprises. haeasudes work at "Dal'story" is a form 


of security aghgnst "purges" and other unples cant circuns baneg 984 o 
“indiv iuals’ who compromised ‘theres ives by : 
living in xegiqms occunpied digeckkatregiions or conquered Eurone, or worse 
"ack 


etill by some tha Nae oe happy to flee to the ends ; 


of the earth, 


a 
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PS ie himself 


corrective — 
considerably at the end of the thirties, is experimenting with maxx 
labor camps ty oe them on a much Bakes basis, 25X11 
POR ; ROKR S WE AURXRAMKRKRLEN apparently with me 


25X1 


the knowledge and congent 


pee pene 
~ = ————— eee 


uhique stage in the exist@nce of the Soviet North. 


za new and 


The use of voluntary labor in the corrective-labor camp system Xx 
(not to mention, of course, the personnel of the | of state security 
rroner) is not new in itsolts B was resorted to in Karelian and Arkhangel'sk 


thirtiess, RE 


WEEE | Re he overwhal ming maj ority of hired la” OYr , FROEX however 3 


tb s a . a * 
Mer vrisoners who were enjoinedZtummt from returning to thr native 


count@ry and who nreferred to remain working for the camps in which they 


camps as early as the 


k aziavgazenbans, 


xe were formerly interned. 
These peonle who Be Sieua acenstomed to working with the OGPU=NKVD 
gradually 
personnel vere. sent from canp to camp. Thus therg€irose @ancopar an odd 
special group composed of individuals who/perved their sentence eke 


NYVD="VDe 


work in the same organ whith at one thine repressed them - the 
‘the OGFU-NEVDArom a security 


organ to an organ exploiting forced Fabely ‘a 


RLEASIOT Emaar With the diviaien of the NKVD into commissariates, 


rhe Cnt . ; 
a ore Senggminis ries or otate curity an noerna alrs, "18 
(aty + tries), of State Sgcurit d Internal aff t" 
wes the core of one 


process accelerated considerably, 


the MVD. ik Py that time it already Santi tt ctononous nowerful 


economic organization built on the exploitation of forced labor. 
that 
Tt can be said amet PDal'stroy" Skat is "a sovernnent 


within a Sonoma Ey gtvernnenttfo a much larger extent than "Felbaltlag", 


TEE, MAD no vost j 
treat or even "Vorkutetrov". tems is # the most powerful 


and undeniably the most complex cf all existing MVD enterprises of this 


typey a8 fer as it .s nossible to Swimm coneliide fron whe existing 
ircoiplete 7 “data, (feen“fhe Japanese ani Sete orisoners >From the 


Fer East could conceivably”? side the néssing information), In contrast 
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to all other Gimme special purpose Rabor camps, "Dal'stroy" was not 
organized for the construction of any particlular large »roject, but 

virgin a 
for the develovment of the whole large wxgix territory of Kolymaf= Chukotka. 
That is why it is engaged in construction d& roads, transpobtation, - 


eX a ATKA (Motor Transport Column) «eee which velonge tee f° 


real, 
have stimulated the groWth of a seseker town on the shores of Kolyma,- 


metallurgy, mineral extrac{%ion, lumbering, fishing and from all axperranees 


ROCESS aa 


appearances the 7Somedomebicempan cock) 


onstruction of military bares 


x of considerable magnitude, 


ceca nt 
tDal'stroy" builds many orojects and = 


oF is the deve lopment of the North, This is @ novel OSbIEG for 


m has never yet been presented to any Bax 


e form of separate large 


osethe 
Seyes g on these projects. 


Mmixtheyxnera were hundreds of thousands of Pee ee dispatched 
oes ; i 


other cam. system. Ths development 


to other construction projects upon completion of the 3 a 


Unhusrname. corde ions, which led to immense losses of lives. A prisoner sent to 


"Del! stg has peop to believe that he will remain there kw and that 
eee to 


he will srend his entire term and rerhaps hig¢l fe rts 


werkx jobs which have as their goal the development of khmxkimekky 
Chukotkae 

Complexity and a greater degree of stability distinguish "Dal! story" 
from all other Soviet coneftration camp systems. 

intecakkeyx "Dal'stroy" is undeniably the foremogt andy. to a large 


a 


peesurs, an experimental enterprise of the MVD. The fact a vikishev, 

ada in ig vee of 

the old and exverienced worker of eins BX ROM xR 
y hiting aA 


expanding concentration camps we 
ue deserves careful nobles, FEUER RE especially since "Dal{stroy" 


elready has at its disvosal several hundreds of thousands of rrisoners and 


jusfas many srecial ‘GeianaDysettlers. 


a Cee: 
Approved For Release 2006/11/13 t-CLA-RDP83-00415R002000050001-2 


20065 


Approved For Release 2006/1 iAs: SECRET 00415R002000050001-2 


Corrective Labor Ganps of "Sevzheldorstroy" IVD 


Another large MVD system is the "Sevzheldorstroy", Like the 
"Belnorstroy" which lang ago completed its assignment, it is a powerful 
ueeeeucecneeee is toesed the construction of the norbhern 
railroad trunk line which is absolutely necessary for the prover 


Ouaach. 
exploitation of the Pechf Coal Besin bee the Tzhta O11 Fields, 


pdergpes aay MBAR 


Gs far back as before the way Fre i Finyut-Syvtyvkar and the cee 


Yugorskiy Shar abonas were sanpieted con Pur ixe the war 1,200 km of the 


Severo (North) Pechora Railroad Wee itt 


Large teams @ «risoners were sent from "Sevzheldorstory" to km other 
particularyy 
cazps after the war, stwoonckimrkeor to do work on the Dzheskazgansk Corper 


CYpine in Kazakhstan. However,construction work mockke in "Sevzheldors troy" 
is thes 
mE® continuing to this very dayy In addition to whinskoosereeme "Sevzheldorste 


stroy" is bul lding Soe hi Siiegea aaa roads adjoining the rain railroad. 


The following camms were exploited in the "Sevzheldorstory" system (T 
first of «11 
Sevdviniag" with headenarters in Fotlags snd a 


have no new irformation): 
pentese of branches ir the North Dvina Eesin3 "Ust'vymlacg" with neadyuarters 
at Ustt-Vyn, wicse director G.M. Vypoloz was the right hadm man of Elyuchkin, 
head of the "Sevzheldorstory" adii- eos a in allAndertalings. ‘The 


fol*owing camps & mt which were 7 ies in other undértal: ngs 


(REMUS Pk Ro ke 
SAL simultane ously 
were exploited to « aaa Se Mihtizhlag" which is punches 
ry, 


D 
. bese for nal: chta Tetroleum Combine; "Pechorlag" engazed in coal mining$ 


and the famcus "Yorkuta" = '"Vorkutalag" which is chiefly exploited by 
"Vorkutastroy" and "Vorkutugol!" of the MVD mknmuwk whereof nore wil? be said 
pe loOWe 


pee Permimnerey he Vorticrechora Ratlroad hes been 


deciped conmleted, expl “tetion cf these camps pm constnuction o-eretions has 
ideas 
een ceaseds 
1.7. Klyuchkin, heed of "Sevzheldorstroy™ is one of the Xeeguak outstand: 
ing specialists on exploitation of prison labor in the USSR. we rec@kved 
the Order of the Patriot&e ier, first class, for exenmlary“wmrk construction 
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~vork entrustad to him, It is renorted that Klyuchkin is noted for 

ke@- oxcertional labor productivity ( he afer ‘ Seater” dee srttetiiiaed: 
teas 04 will as 

sompmemewer sleeps meme than 4-5 hours) Husual esmenmbictiter row 


ind¢f ference toward the Gikm personal fate of tne people entrusted 


to hin. These two choracterist§egfin the tyrieal MMVDelVD atmosphere 
of the strictest respOrsibility for the fulfillment of assignments 
together with a conplote absence  puni shment for loss of lives 
permitted him to establish amg sore than thousands cf km of roadways 
banal 

vcegardless of wer o2ificulties ndbondttions of the far nabth. 

"=e ~osition of srisoners in "Sevzheldorstorr" is quite different 
from thet of am& ~risoners in "Dal'stroy". chilgfrtilizing prisoners 
Hietieapeess © lice ‘fxmhoorizad} machines, "Daltetroy" still values the srecial- 


who 
ists wictork are made available to it and 


Fite =ndeavors to 


— 
oe 


LIAL S, 
maka create Pearable living conditions. "Sevzheldorstoy" needs only 


slaves for elementary physical labor. Therefore differentiation @ Mm 
et ae of separate 


—— 
hs ee 


prisoner 


25X1 
catagories is much less pronounced and the general regime is much 
stricter. revitne ss 
er oe the condition under which priffpers labored. 
oe the railroad construction section of echorlag tiki ceERD, * 


"Our working day officially lastad 12 hourgg {fron 6 in the 


evening 


ae to 6 Cus in the morni. ng A Ge night shift. One w-ek 
wetworked ni: Ne shift and the eae, Baas! shift. Such was the “format” 
Dusuhation yee were things actually? ; 

te were a.akened at 4 o'clock. Having foodvconser a hangars 
washed Reneney Prore were no bu’ idings SE Laci-ites Yor thise 


we washed ourselves outsideg ve either dahsed weter on our facegor on - 


the eyes alone depending ae the agacacicnoc wetor Seki supply 
edge). 


_ and wired ourselves Patten flap or the cS the apr eee There 


we. no water in the camo proper; it had to be nes 4 Sapte 
F. jena = 
—, equently paar yaeewe remained cuipletely with= 


out water. < 


th ped 
Approved For 
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Net annroximately 5 o'ehock everybody even the sick persons 
were chased out of the barracks for inspection in the presence of the 
entire camp administratione The inspection lakted a jong time, The role 
call was never successful the first time and had to be repeated several timese 
Finally when the authorities succeeded in counting us, the brigade leaders 
assembled their brigades and we went off to work, 


"Our work xm was extremely arduous and required suverpuman efforts. 


During 

Saock ROR excavation works we frequently struck which could not 
, flood= 

be refored with/Shovels. ‘worse still was the apoearance of water and 

ing 

iim of pleces already excavated. In both instances we were required to 


accused 
remain on the jot over the regular hourse The camp administration sdoaurmmet 
O 


thesm the guilty ones Wh sabotage and threatengd to send then to a discipli 
our achieV&ing a hi ‘en eutpts 
camp. It was extremely interested in =ickwixdogpacexmice i 


thurs tk enutd, 


MEXRRRCKI 06 Freel p—icrqssicenialenebosnmtasieahnieed 


camp adm nistration and the supervision of work were in responsible hands. 
ee 


the depthsof the marshes which we filled in, the area of land leveled or the 


soil structure of a eiven ee There fore faxkimminformation on fulfillment of 


af Totawe this 
SEEIEnene simply fabricated. a i 
So fees eda 2 


it was necessary topket@a the brigade leadersgand frequently give up xsexmbooy 


feod ration, 
t In place of the efficial 12 hours we worked 14,%mmem,.16 and even 18 


nours 4 day e Once, one of the camp authorities addressed us With the followinz 


j 


words before we were leaving for work: 'Comrades, the railroad mst be built 


ir railroad 
iy ie wish to 


holiday which commenorates the Soviet Revolution. aveho Gonsequently, decided 


not to leave our jobguntil ¢ mpleted his norm, He 
J obSar ree has who does 
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not ofirn to this order will be considered a gabateur and a wrecker of our 


constructicn projectl! . 
produce 


Since this appeal aushns the required results, We ene=scen 


the working day would be increased to 15 hours." 


Corrective-Labor Camps of "Vorkutostrag" and "Vorkutugol'" 


As opposed to "Dal'stroy" and "Sevzheldorstory", "Vorkutostory", which 
axploita a great number of zones operates on a principle of undivided tendebhip 
an area. in whieh 
over muxaxem delineated for its use sxkeuactn the nriseners ikke are engaged in 


no other enterprises than those undertaken by "Vorkutostroy", 


The chief task of this organization is the construction of mines in the 


meh northern part of the Pechora Ceal Basin. WURGRAEXKSPSROXERS AE Gho ce 


XXtAXMARX 


Already before the ves fSerstestzc" 1anagp was atten construction of 


Vorkuta city, the Vorkuta-Yugorskiy Railroad far shipping mined coal to 


(it s$ also the "1 olt™ = New ¢ 
and "Worlerbugol}t a power "VD coal combine estab. 


ished during the war, 


are located in Vorkutae The new mines of "Vorkutugol'" were put into oneration 


ac early as 1938, 


considere 


=. 
SaARARNL, » Pechor a 
very ert Rt nate Now that the bib exacgeda Auge tr 


P 


=e, “ining 


those times must be regarded as 

E by thd special settlerss ame the remaining 

camps 
prisoners, with the exception of several kekguntes for rung shed prisoners — 
"traitors of the motherland", about whom terrifying renorts 
been placed in more endurable conditions. ye 
Like ae Vorkutugol'" is attracting voliufiry Labor amt on a wide- 

scale, As opposed to TAL SRR Se c0s union and party work, cultural 


education, socialist aompetition and other attributes of socialism are 


widely vracticed here. =t is extrevely interesting to note that the tendency 


Roproved For Release 2006/1 ERECR ER pete tr ere 


the iShaknagn tes novenent 
to expand sam ? mm even among vrrisoners is beige ry] felte 


of coursed prisoners 

There is no doultfthat the enthusiasm disphayed among tkmm is not genuine. 
develonnent 

"he woQ ao of the stakhanovite movenent, however, 


AmALaAL in The werking nOrmL as they are 
a further bmencpas in The wanking, which are unbearable tyocdnossies 
for the harassed and fregyently starved persons, 

The initiators of this trend are the voluntary Wiikckwk-enployees 
of "Vorkutugol'" Ya.P. Komkov, head of Mine No 4j Rakhiyel', a former 
pein rif er of the same-mine; and Ivan Aleksandrovich Zagorbkikh, 
famous miner and Cavalier of the Order of Lenin. 

at "Vorkutugol'" rapi 

The number of Chdounckies stakhanovites fis tease inereasing 

due to the utilization of excellent equipmentm@k which GUEAG was able 


™mo 
to procure for its eam offspring. If the increased norms at "Vorkutugol'" 


are adopted by the neighboring "Pechorlag", 


a 
/ 
which is much nore poorly equiped, and which is very 1akely(he conditions 


under which prisoners live in the latter camp will seis Se 


Fechora Corrective—Labor Camps 
Directly south of Vorkuta ‘a situated the so-called "Fechorlag", 


whien, in addition to working for "Sevaheldorstory™, is engaged in 
explo! ae on 2 and piekiese Sed aes of 


m the sowlhern part of the 


Nhe 


Fechora coal deposits. 


Coll. Anomasrbichong, ROOMS and not as convenient y gcbetbormcoass2000 Aelad. 


for expos table. Galnacats are located here ( om the vicinity of Vorkuta 
ay, 
aes Ghee ers ently Seale the surface), as a resiht of which meter 


| haem? "Pechorlag" ~risoners ot ware exploited crudely 


moorkkinex in extracting coal by primitive hand methods. Sime 
Fhe! Fortier punishing can> and the sent vrivilege lat 
Workuta" is ie ee ee 


Pageant. which is 
ganas time Woblnita ipa: ey" SS ee Fechora.’ This enni.ty szoieemare: 


Coens) nihach, Cnvabves 
aaa limited only to the administration nagty means)the broad masses of 


condi®tration canp prisoners is basically well-founded. eer cae 
the lion's share of the 420 million rubles invested in these placew Ser 


1110 percen 
inthe vest ten years, whereas "Pechora was responsible for Tnerease 


in coal extraction in 1940-1945, 
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* 
Conditions in "FPechorlag" sig Sea ti prisoners are used entirely 


the minor 
jn the ?VD system emgdo not possess even those nagkigthin rrbviléges 


large L 
which arofassocteted with the headquarters of eee and "Vorkuta", 


aE They alee do (ct see the - 200 RRR SKE CT me ositive 


or areas of work od industri oye ~p Lthorr net enden Flee 
Mve dieclimtet< 
EEKKE 


Ukhta Corrective.Labor Camps 


the “VD Uxhta Fetroleum Combine is a most curio.s enterprise, This 
concern extracts and vcrocesses vetroleum and waters containing radium 
th Thin porlieulan, 
(O45 gee i0 Land Mo 2), It ishery secret be caus adiun is derived fmm 


and other chemical 


wiistrative personnel ibs 

% Py d1 

ase located in Ustt= ~Uxhta, end S.il. Burdakov, its bead, wes awarded the 
first ad 

Order of the Fatriobibe Vayfon 275/46. Tn contrast to Klynchkin, Burdakov 


eccetizves likes to deuonstr nis ceneresity to the EeSCers, which, by the 


way, ioe peheE done in a sporadic 


Sumrounded with "attention and care " "Ukhta" is beginn’ ng oe to play 
a more and more Dmportant role in the system of Soviet“R®’ scientific-research 


Artur sate hr had 
institutions. Excellently equipped chemistry laboratories have emisen— 


Th Wha 
in the past few years, where-ttr prisoners and sonmetines eminent chemists 
Gennes the positiens of alone technicians while hired 
] 
suvervisers ranidly make zc careers for thenselves on the labor 
and lnowledga of ter subordinates. The cooperation of Ukhta Laboratories 
those of Noseow, {especially with the Ministry of Chemical industryyand its 
outstanding institute “Jo 42 d, isfearried ot s@pememtey chiefly thfrugh os 
y Sepemom—y 
ee se 
mame P.I. Kug'minov, Jajcor of State vecur ey, wiile at the save time cirect 
a 

surervision is An tke hands of F.A. Toronov end 7.D. “Nrashennikov, reeénients 
of Stalin “rizes in late June 1947. 

- 1 ’ 18 net ‘ . . } . * 

The Ukchta C.:bine behind the plan for the introduction of 

Qn h ; 

nore improved methcds cf exploiting rannower fee chanoavite movement »revel]s 
here 9S “ER at "Vorkutucol'", wiih wes initiated by [gnatty Andreyevich 


44-00415R002000050001-2 
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coubinels 
xerasev, chief of therPoTitical sectiongmtxtkn 
Stakhanovites 


“he combine has hero 


Heke 8 
Cevalier of the Order of Lening Yust smack Pree" entervrise 


The combine is cverated obniefly by snecial settlers and not by 


hg . . 
Pee result CAT the mabority of nrisoners have been 
7 
transferred to work in coal mines, That adameks of prisoners which hax 


Se Nodrcsees” pwpsletads 


ie-aerGimrre to operate the combine despite 
Srisoners in other cans, 


is 
pperctional witieds mn ne i eee off tha 


although their lot igs not ash bad as that of the crisoners in the 


neighboring “Pechorlag" ahd "Ust'vymlag", 

In general 

XexgexeeaAk during the war years prisoners. ‘of KongssR Baden 
dentlonedd. large vrojects (e@asteueties-8f Morth-Bechora Railroad Trunk 
Line, GitieLasmontna? petroleum and coal fields, ‘lmmbering), It must be 


+ 
assumed that L.S. Buyanov, “Minister of ‘nternal Affadrs of Komi ASSR, 


who was replaced in 1946 played a large role in this, Having rettdered 
great services during the war, Buyanov es too much independance 
with reswect to the All-Union me) and his replacement, despite the 
fact that @GNhe was avarded the Order of the Patriotic War soonphoreatter, | 
must be regarded as "a history of Marghall Zhukov in miniatures" | 
4m, Camps Situated in Industrial Areas 
Camps designed to service heavy industry occupy a unique roistion. 


just 
Here the !VD is xmty the owner of the labor force and merely administers 


the camps, although it frequently tends to interfere in the atfirs of 
enterprises which it services, The overwhelming majority of prisoners 
is turned over for exploitation to other concernsemmt The prisoners 


avera 
are assigned the usual reine ee in the Soviet ec ond 
wages 


receive xEEFChiherter, -eemessats- aid aon ive xm under/severe 
bardensan alanoalanr . The camp sanbert  cemsbiane* 


: the prisoner, Phew 
receives the wages and isssuesfonly an Insignifivant portion ‘teehee 


ERESRARRAX iaiftorn of a "bonus", 


Beloware Phe typical industrial-camp zones @Q{na ee LelouS, 


wa 


sey gem Sy Bake 
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"t®machinlag " (TomskeAchinsk Canrs ) ae prisoners are engaged in 
nearly all Kuzbass enterprises. * 
| Camps {which conditions are very severe are also prevalent in this 


zone, Eyewitnesses, wreemapcem 


following: 


. - He : a 
We found ourselves infisege cam 


wed such Toluntaryrepatriates as ourselves, The camp Brno contained 
gers = cant fry aul WRAQ 


immense 2 ieee Surrounded with barbed wire 
1 . - 
week machine-gun towers at the corners, At night the wire was ~simisbed 


Phar 
by search li airs of patrol guards with dogs made wae rounds, 


Tae jantion to _& ee i 


CRS SK RE >, sork in the mines ‘ine 


" daatid, 
12 hoursgand surface jobs,x 16 hours. Food consisted of 250 ke of bread, 


a half Lite of tratery soup" «nd boiled water twice a day, The barracks were 


in 
not heated Bee vere Soh aa of freshly cut logs. “Tagg s oacrdetnd. pr plocany “SAlepeaan. 
a tnside sle 
Santis sf aniftour S848 of bunks foie in whieb@hundreds of people 
huddle 


metikemtt closely together without matresses, straw or blankets, nee 


Hr severa 
norning after the healthy eogeNere Hispatched to wank fioareds of corpses 


wore pegenee These peop..e died during the night and their bodies were 
at 

thrown into pits which were caug beforehand, [he SERB. tine that the cam 

wes built. Hindreds of "volunteers" arrived daily. Despite the fact that 


the figure registered Seockkee ‘at the camp's entrance was in thé hundred 


thousands, } MEXWAR aDparently no one knew this peeeiee number of prisonerays——% 


: wed 
"ie were able to escape in the night during a fierce stormécecmpanied 


\ whch 
wo eed Ben ot veel the dogs rema‘ined-SaaiataaeS hidden ale nioh 


Gven the seerci lights could not pete dtuee Nata, tt 


"Tvdel'las" nll ores, fo hee te Fant pelt i Spa TES ranch eee E ates 
the Severoural'sk bauxibe minesw@n Edd, and ane 


"Osobstory" camps are seattered all along the Yolga from Syzran? to 
harder. boy i 
Stalingrad and sabia the "Bezymenlag", "Kuybyshevlag" and !'Tenniklag 


“4 


systems direétly @n the north. 


epee 
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After the evacuationd Germans from the Volga River zonndonx area in 194] 
= ty 


thé” wrincipal center of this camp system became the territory of this renublie 


: massi 

which beginning 1944 wes pradually transformed into Wo neentration cam 

Whi. Es DLE, OM prema cn Pe 
Villages serve as = 
Shay hic ad ers for individual camp centers, They are surrounded with barbed 


Tg 


wireywxmt machine gun nests and other strong cuard ‘installations { peculiar to 
rhxexxium these places, 
After the war the maj anney of prisoners in "Osobstroy" camps menor 
sad | wha dad nenided, iin 
wes conposed of "socially dangerous pitizens" wefan Ty occupied regions, 
former prisoners of war and ostarbeitersf” Prison labor is staqiy bb oo = aa 
convertingbisis region into an industrial area , ommpnees-o® Industrial’ exrterpetses 
Memecoary war ena eoett over from Corman ene Jinn, <a anasandrbed, onal 
Later, ae, "Osobstory" participated in the reconstruction of Stalingrad, 
and Pig in the installation of the Saratov-Moscow pipeline. dammodcicoa 
A camp holding 400, 000 vrisoners was established near Saratov for this operation. 
skinto he 
In connection with the téftinatinn of this job in autummm 1947, «eee 
weet that the mmmber of Garoctemlai inmates in "Ogsobstoy" camps has been 
sharniv reduced. iloweverg I do not oossess any concrete evidence to this effect. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the "Azerbaydzhan" Corrective-Labor Camps 
or tYuzghlag" are not in contact with the other masses of continuous coneentration 
camp zones, they still fall under the catagory of industrial camps becauses the 
prisoners are employed in the develo-ment of the Baku oil region, (removing the 
cement from the old oilwells which were cemented when the Germans were threatening 
the region, and drilling new wells), in the Sumagay metallurgy ona in otrer 


projects. 


iiockicomonom The last eyaylness Prom Yavr 


rerman war ~risoner 
Azerbaydzhan relates thet 3,000 Soviet prisoners arrived in llovember 1947 

to hel» construct a dam on the Kura Riverfwhich wus designfbted "Forbidden 
érea" No 1, They were all men from the ages of 16 to 306 They are fed 
aceeaundanaeiy well for orisoners, If the daily norms are fulfilled they x 
receive 600 grams of bread, a Lite of "watery soup" in the morning and evening 


and yj lit of soup and 1/3 Lite cf cereal for sumer. Tre guerds are 


 coumosed of (ND versoniel. Nes ite this, the witness cowbends that chs ~risoners 


r 
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veys worried. It scemm that strongly anti~bolshevik, 
They break shovels «rd picks in the course of their work. Thers-were 

oc 
Disturbancegfin Januarly LOAE, (ansanentiy attempts to organize escapes } 
accompanie 
acka o@ the guards. Fresh IND units arrived when the alarm vas sent aed 


Boveral - sarsons wore ‘ERR executed before everybody. The eyewitness exdisboombx 


to tell of 
wes unable xkmxspoidooeemmpe other repressive measurese 
Other evidsurce, Addiouty ral” have been 
a bemeseomaminienes Many Orisoners neexbeing sent to the 


Transeaucasus since the war ended. Trains with pearch lights have also 
been dispatched, The prisoners are frequently chained ‘n rairs. Desobte 


this. escares on oe are not an infrec suent ae 


ah 


the industrial region CAMDS ) tariaeey- for reasons unknown to me, they are 

20% Ancorpore ated infer ree adnintetrative systems... Mot a single myx 
such a term as 

evewitnegR fron these places ever used avkexexcmomexktexkm "Donlag” or 


"Dneor] ag", 


anaes 
The extremely varied work carried out in thse Lewekes[by forced labor 


may therefore be attributed to local campse 


’ 


ws 


Ee Ocal Camps 
Tt is absolutely imposecible to obtain a couplete list of small correctiva— 


labor canps in the Soviet Union since they a pear spesjaiceas Memeteuas 
a need for them arises and dis@ppoar when they are no longer xmmmbants required. 


i 


come 
They mxe usual yftiver the control of the oblast(Iray) MVD organs, mmbomek 


or directly under the city sections of this ministry y, 
They inelude 

but not under the central ‘VD organs, Sieamnxexe small units (for several 

hundreds of persons) as well as large camps for severad thousands of 


inditviduals. 


Usually prisoners fron adjacent regions who receive short-term sentences 


(us to 5 year) vor violating laws relating to vork and 


KOC rl Oa 
4 . 
‘ . vto v ; os 
daily ie for theft of BEE or ty, for arriving late at work , ete, 


rersons 


ere sent to these camps. At the oresent time these camps hold xrimmmmrax 
sent there on suspiciahe These camps sre now filled with "inimical elements" 
dererted from Saurxag Europe, repatriated Soviet citizens, xrrmn irdividuals 


i. A € oe | sen os 
eis, Release roosrrseceiebres -00415R002000050001-2 
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from newly anpnropriated republics anc sc kemmemscPemerame 


twain formerly occunpied regions. From a juridical point of view these 


camps have becone analogous to German concentraticn caps. - ds nercent 


ese canps. They do not 


know how one they are to be remained isprisoned, “any of them have been 

told 1m the course of interrogations that they have not been "arrested! 

but merely "detained, In the eyew of the vrisoners they are in 

en 

for ne reason at all, ene Le they do not perish from hunger, cold and 

disease they may be released "just like that" without =ianbepckke 
stating 

receiving any <imakitimditien credentiaks wetrxstake that they indenter] 


rosemdemeraphin, Sioa e a CAA» 


A novel catagory of prisoners emerged after the war. Thase 


WHER are "voluntary renatriates who volunbarily sigkned up for 


construction work without first stopping of f at their homes,” /-“The 
tunel son os this 


"voluntary" work is fixed from two to five years 


Sone§ of these peorle find themselves in semifree conditions and others ioux 


primarily in local concentration CANDS » 3 


M with the excertion of camps located in the industrial Dnepr River region. and 


the Donbass, until the middle of 1945 there were few canps fin areas which were 


formerly under German occupations Later their number began to row vememet eh, 
maaontmoiwebsy and it nay be frankly stated that each edber which is jew 
— 5 ahah tingle - 
be ing reconsfficted has at its disposal, beehdee the different free and 


semifree camps for 4 


ag persons, at least one 
real concentration camp filled to capacity with Latvians, Estonians, Poles, 
Germans, cathe cians, Bulgarians, Yugoslavians, ete. Frequently demobilized 
Soviet Army soldiers find their way ite these camps. 

The regime in these camps is Te cocied, There are camps where vrisoners 
are fed well and the labor is not oxtraordfrily arduous y There exe camps 
two 
in which -risoners are-Smpintie glassified “approaching death" in sam or three 
months, The official bread ration,te which is the basic food, is 600 grams, 
but it is not issued ren In general conditions in these camps may @@ 
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BAa_honestly commared with + 


= Beal hat ne a = pear wie 


, ond. 
which tw well-know here, that ja as a rule, the 


are 
Germans wexH in a somewhat better position as MitraxExeetaey 


regards 

the treatment they receive from th (Soviet |authorities and nourishment, 
Morally and to a considerable@teasure physically, the conditio 

minder which the prisoners live in eity camps 


are relieved vy Seeeetahe. treatment from the {mag? civilian populations 


The officialim‘nostile and disdainful treatment of tw repatriates which 
to a fee saueny shared by the 


in the Russian hinterland, All eyewitness aime 


the "free population" unanimously sees the prisoners ( including the 


Cerman war prisoners ) first ef all as exhausted and suffering somtocuborks 


wot pEdoavcre 
people and, notwithstanding the girerral raat ° chenConnias 


te 
sneak(them mw cigarettesob pieces of brea 


2m sone local canpg tie Prisoners are hore closely guarded thatn 


in the norkhern concegtraticn camps (e¥eral rows of barbed wire and 
. wi 


however 
blood-hounds are easily afaedble ). This /foccurs tuk only because these 


canms are situated in densilv ponuleted place 


easy if a vcrisoner succeeds in escaping. 
on the other ha its presenee ig 
In otker local camps, > tre guard is small and & e 


nee, Tn four camps located in the vicinity of Gor'kiy, where the formé 
to , 
war ocrisoners are exloited in imubdaced ocerations and in the cnstruction of 
rhe. 
a highway, the guerds are composed of the regular militia and noty“Armed 


Guard or “VD soldiers. Usually 2& one guigd escort® a party of 20-30 versons. 


It can bes stated without reserveatinm that only a Beeman’ of the local 
NEZOCCEE 


f the wordy The others 


labor conser istdonffer some remaining 


_grour of workers, Re sparse SORTED ance for banished 


ah Vhe. 


ere 
persons (from murove ch "pe nt guarded. The position of the prisoners 
is more like that 


AueEEEEkeMeM jn these canps axprxmmhe 


special settlers and anihmbOr exildd individuals. 


The system of small local camps began to develone on a CME-scele only 


f all tynes of 
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after the war and is currently still in Gi a state of flux. Therefore it 
is not surprising bhat the prisoners in these camps are left to the arbitfrary 


will of the suvervisorr personnel, zmong which may be found persons of 


cuesticnable meme eee 


“edical service is usually Saka seman ce one does not take 
into account the chronic shortages of medicaments and hospital cotse 
However, 
sabeceal evidence is falsified to a much larger extent than in other parts of 
hhe USSR. (Doctors are not permitted mk to diagnose cases as hunger swellings 
trphoid illnesses, ete). Cultural work is manifested in Setamte oceasicnal 
reports on the internatoffettuatton or on kaa Poviet construction, which by 


the way, do not impress the prisoners in any way, and wall newspapers which are 


25XK1 


fairly complete list. 


Wh rch nts, 


These canps“Kems@ densely cover the entire territoryf/fornerly occuppied 
Picasa 

by the Germans, ani Aple Prisoners interned in thease camps are primarily engaged 
ia me ciebetcn of ruined cities. Camps in the industrial regions of Donbass 
and Krivoy Rog are Sose eds ae cots are engaged in mining, (Inchuded in 
this group are Camps of Shakhtinsk, Voroshilovgrad, Stalino, “ariupol', 
Kranatorsk, aio 28° Zaporozh'ye, Dnepropetrovsk, Mikopol' and Krivoy Rog). 

Following is an incomplete list o ais [erbracing formerly German 
occupied territory]: . 

1. Leningrad with affiliates at Burovichi and Selizharov coal fields, 

2. Polotsk, 3. Alesha, 4. “linsk, 5. Mogilev, 6. Orshan , 7. Novgorod= 

Volyn', & Ovruch, 9. “orosten', 10. Gomel', 11. Brakhino, 

12. Korzanovichi, 13, Kiev, 14. Zhitomir (camp for Sxiiea), 19, Odessa 

( a great deal of repatriates from Europe were sent here), 30. “hers ot, 

21. Ingulets, 22. Kremenchug, 23. [rivoy Rog, 24. Zaporozh'ye and 

Dnepropetrovsk ( chiefly foreignewg from the Balkans have been placed 


here), 256 Sumy, 26. Kharkov, 27. Novoy Sokol, 28 Izyun, 29, Kramatorsk, 


30.Voronezh, 32, Aleksandrovka, 33. liariupol', 34. Stalino, juni 


Apprcveehemetiease 2006/1 REC RE Uae vsitaisdamben iis 
Lo 


29X1 


= Q= 
Approved For Release 2006/1 4743 : paca niet acre aati 


35 Voroshilovgrad, 36. Shakhty, 37. Novosibirsk, 38, Tuapse, 39. Nal'chik 
The territory of the Soviet Union which was not under German 
occupation and which does not enter into the concehbration camp zonss is 
covered with a light network of condiBtration CAaMpSe erat can be easily 
exp}ined. The majority of citizens who are sentenced to short-terms of 


forced labor remain living at home. Their ounishment consists in thesfeepophat 


Preearckaner a full work=-load at the place of their employment without 


Bal whith mepua thot 
receiving 3 ES a 2 mus suppor ted by thatr families. 
large ° 
evertheless there are wary several very inmegeecanps smemcxkax located 


in these areas (aon the average they hold 10,000 prisoners): 1. Vladimir 

2. Ryazan 3¢ Rybinsk and Dn:trov (Volgastroy), 4. Chkalovst: 

5. Budenovo, fm (supplying the posarieepioat industry of the Senthern rn Urals), 
alin ata, 


6, Urgents 7. Tashkent, 8. Frunze, 9. Yrupskiy, 10. Proryinskty, = Sao 


ie and others. 


Replacements in Labor Camps, Composition of Frisoners Based 


on the Nature of their "GuiltY #efore the Soviet State. . “p 7 y r 


repressive measures in the USSR. But the fact that planning exists need not 


be doubted. Jt must be assumed that the "general line" on this question is 


worked out in the Politburo, <n the basis of xayuxka summary reports coming in 
MGB. revrecel 
from the B®, Tt is then gone-ever by the GB and is returned to the Politburo 


for apnpoval. 


Probably the opinion of the Gosplan and USSR econombe organs is not 
asked with the excevti on) perhaps of GULAG. al pa 
a was Of a xmooftaekke 
Tit Oa Re Ke Vv eterrnoli tical 


Each one of the nurges in the USSR 
or economie-political nature. Neither the vurges of secondary or higher 
schools, now the campaign Si meer g of kolshoz Proper or the 
theft cf social &$t croperty, nor Kaganovich's railroad reform, nor. the strugghe 
against infrections of labor codes ner ee es ee SOIC 

WF thas Weay, 
resarded as EMEruktmmk excuses fop reerii tment gf Labor, 
AALS 


ot aiodege countered vn Big 
mC RIC . the German kexk book Arbeiter Gder dusgeboutete e) 


on the denortation of antisoviet elements from eastern Pol andy’ the Baltic B8tate; 


tictibegio— ee | 
Sty te che 
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Lilthsce Bessarabia and later from the liquidated autonomous repubdicas 


ple chains Thin. MenrstrAs. mae Siem trmn absurd. 
Whies—bereotme k = These deporations may readily be 


regarded as economically senseless for the heavy economic dislocations 


ate 
engendered by In the aforementioned territories and the larga expenses 
Se hardly compensated by 
involved in the overation dnamiignkudibooass the benefits derived from tha 


utilization of this unskilled labor, 90 percent of which is today dead. 


Rekkek From a political noint of view they had a perfectly clear and 
Bpex 8 860Of tae-populations 
mokiommkea attainable goals fine liquidation d say | considered dangerous 


by the bolsheviks and the terrorigation of the remaining population. 
nass 
Apparently the =xxarmuouriams arrests carried out Zag by the 


bolshevik organs of the state sew ityers dictated by the following 


ensiderations % 
majority of the 
‘opulation of the USSR is hostile to the existing regie, i 


i. ae 


therefore it must be kept in & rermanent fears 
ae The population of the USSR is terrorized to such a degree that no 
mmm cne dares to #™ snealvor act against the existine regine. 


#ekaa There are so few actual polgtical erininals in the USSR that: 
atk 
xkfexn even if they vere rrosecuted to the full extent of the 


"revolutionarry law" there would be no occasion for terror. 
3. Tf the exisiting 30-year old terror is abated owing to the ebsence 


of political criminals the potential criminals will not only be 
ne state of affairs peat 
exrcsed soon ST a ve able to create oveh) Sh eee 
mantel hacone, a 
wee the nosition of the Soviet State recarioustmolead,. 


ae Seiiviccins RIK 

tc diganize cE 
police to a condiderable measure ixnxmxp=antkcingxprauexkium™ mass preventive 
repressive measures. ‘ykua 


Phu 
XERVETIEER OEE MEX KRAEEERS The camps ke are vied hee 


irrespective of the Tabed donand for Cobo - 


srigons and camps the 
As a result of this EEXRE are extremely overcrowded duri ng( so-called 
4seonont. cally unfounded 
"purges". This leads to large gemoutiexs 6xpenditures ineurred in 
; ) : to the 
nadrtafetng priscners who are not yet producing and death of many mite 
h-ve even been 
persons before they dmabce=oxemenenieakiyxex exp] olted. 


These condi@tions influence the pol itical 
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As a result of such a system individuals representing all strata 
of Soviet society find their way into the camps irrespective of téuntr the 
econom'c use to which they could be put in the camps. Moreover 90 percent of 


them are rounded up on the principle "first get the individuals {the basis 
concocted 
for the arrest will be feumt later." 
Nevertheles 
e social composition mhangms of the camps changes in adcordance with 


the of the bolshevist policye 


twenties 
In the early #&ts the largest component of the camps represented the 


twenties 
In the middle 2@t there a»pemred representatives of former revolutionary 
parties, social-revolutionaries and mensheviks, and some representatives 
of the intrasparty oppositicn, Trotskyzites, Zinov'yevites, and other@. 
; measure 
The First Five~Year Plan and collectivization/brought the peasantry 
into the concentration camps. The amount of prisoners representing the 


intelligentéia sowed strongly increased in the middle of the 


thirties, and at the ginning of the war there smexged appeared a large 
stratum of the "rightist class® - hereditary and nonhereditary workerse 
tadrodiceacl. 
Phe 1939-1940 deportations bueughé "foreigners" into the camps. 
The defacle of naticnal republics which waxaxt "betrayed socialism" introduced 


a group called "national traitors", The capitulation of Germany and the nost- 


tas prisoners and ushered in;a large mass of 
repatriates and representatives of all Sake ee south-eastern 
- Ab The thinee 

European nations. ffhiere are noticeably more women and youths 
in labor camps aS EXMMEK compared with the prewar era. Zooctiieammeanetm 

a 
Bhe testimony of mam orisoner from the town of Yerka, located between 
Novosibirsk and Kemerovo, is very interesting}in this connectione 
@ "The civilian vopulaticn of the town numbers 35,000, 


they totaled 
There were 3,900 German prisonersjamit recently (inllay 1948) xkeoemomem 2,500, 


There are roughlsf2, 000 Soviet prisoners. “oreover, arrival of new prisoners 

is anticipated to replace the Germans, consequently their number will rise 

to 4,000-6,000. The "free" civilian population is to a large exfent composed 
ryt TT ry . 

BE siaak VolggGermans, Uzbeks, Ressarabians) inttiaeemete, “Tainains 
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and of course Russians. There are BHA many/women among them. Many 


for 152 Pp y 
era interned/because they are under suspicion for iQ 


ee Vlastv movement. Some maintain that they were exnosed by the 


oud 
Americans. The armed Guard personnel[VOKhR] inetudite officers are 


‘ p= TS 
also punished by 2iyusbonmey 


internment in punishing camps." 
Simidar type of int ration js avaihable from the Dorbass and Karelias 
¢ On testimony ‘of an eyewitness, (Petrozavodsk region), 


13-14 year old chicos 
one may frequently see imprisoned wiikitesmnciemmockhe age xe 


Most of them are from formerly occuppied regions, Exiled woney, mkige 

chiefly from Bessarabia, Rumatia,and Hingary, Live in samp unguarded camel 
‘a whole sericea of, 

in the Donbassi Apvarently smecmme sfecial women's camps have been 

established in Arman (Kolyma), Vanslag (Ozernyy Kray), Stalinogorsk 

(Central Russia). So-called "Wonren Onpositions" camps GanitNerlea" system) 


no longer exists 


4s a result of this shift it canbe frankly stated that if prior to 


grown men constituted 80 pertent of the 

prisoners, than today women and adolescent children censbewbe a good 

30 rnercent yt not more. Ina sindlar manner the percentage of -CreTeNeTe 

has grown from 9 to some undoubtedly conspicuous figure. However, T Peeve 

that it will again decrease, for ‘hm Europeans who do not know the janniats 
doubtlessly are 

and Soviet Hife ammcouismiakix the first ones to perish in concentration 

campse 


Frisoners may be separated into three catagories according to the 


nature of their crimes: 


1. criminals ze ty) bit, “a 


2. those convicted under the 58th Po eer t | statute Whoo A 


3. those convicted MEARE CRE ric egorck Be 


fo 
mmm labor offenses of Horsting the Soviet daily order 


(tBytoviki") 
Criminals — 
Accordi:g to the official termindology criminals are "Socialtharmful 


elenents", This is the only group in lebor camps which weg anterned 
3eCREL 
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wet nh 
because of theMoviet regine and is in no wey connected with the 


political terroristic purges. 
merely ; 
These are mimpky professional crim nals called tUrkagans" or simply 
"Urki", representatives of the Soviet criminal world, differing very little 
from criminals of any other country. They are more numercus because of — 


phe sucess eames | newer and newes waves of EG 


in the Soviet civilian life are called "hooligans". In most cases 


Pobeeomitetimnetem homeless children, ap 


"hooligans" are young »eomle for whom the order of the thieves! world is 
. tb 

a Keiegl of em ideal. Imrudence and any form of dissoluteness is m a great 

extek part petty, but sometimes thefts assume large proporticnt, 


“ somburietiy Wantoness -"hoolicanism" without any purpose or significance = 


perretrated in maaiemem inebriated man and sober states are considered 
"the These * 


ein this melieu. 


weeks te kee ern eee be dicuedand 2 


~ 


Peak te potted 


Qud a pcial C ALALS re res" Artedd SeaE Buea 
Ul R ; burt - Ye ret tyk, HeanpeackiQectignc met na Pea 
oongnonyothe derek bineeekery Frrequently crires which are 


are perretrated wit 
characteristic of Soviet life no Other motive than the desire to 


a 

mmnxitxaxkemkigam act like a hooligan. Obviously if the hooligan seem 

even though 

scne Emmis advantage for himself he commits c crime very easily, whtkex 
still : 

he is mumbkt far from being a professional mGioaieatscriminal. 


in camps than real ~rofessional Mork, 
Z 
~heyaere the heats, does in camps, It is owing th these individuals 
remain 

that{no tracefof the former self-stydad permanent akhkas thieves! Bere 
Ro, which the "Urki" were famous. 

Formerly the "old tine® Urkagan” treated the helnless and lost 

. his 

member of the intelligentsia whe shared tkeo=me bunk withodeke with 


peculiar disdaif ul benevolencés 


—— é denon" 
Ai contemporary Wheat! who entered the criminal er ea | noral 
SECREL 


s « 
Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : Piet eee ga 


=“5/= 
Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : iG Or Sages cere coeoee ge 
, SECRE' | 


disint@ration and hooliganism, first endeagors to deprive the rew comer 


of bis shirt or his bread ration. 2 Hoolsrans who are pleced in concentrat 


tion camps are “Pahowaia: rightful]; “Gamma considered crininals. 
betke in the free world, and corrupt 
Just m=concktharky, the hooligans are attracted to the al, x 
They perpetrators 4 


their etandardssmmt become kaxKoxx of all sorts of wanton acts, retty 
thefts, Ln betray their own comrades, xkex and so forth and so one. 
These are the dregs of the camps and Pret rs scum of society, in the 
true sense of the sees Notwithstanding their small runes together with 
the “tirki" they couprise perhaps 15-16 percent of the camp poruiation = 


unbearable 
they thoroughly voison thegatmosphere and make lifg@{ for those with whom 


they have any contacts 


eri minal group is abode in a 


in general the @emE 
agin 
jatar] Persons who committed a EE me. « 


Were dictated py snecial motives 


(mmuiex for instance They naturally 


come under the catagory of "bytoviki", 
Feese wio die snd who are never released oof eplaced in the same 


propor tion, byamestass.. 
Persons who are co:victed under crim*nal statubes, Smmocaskanem i.e. 


; who ar 

for "falsifying accounts" onifeTFhotally designated "Socially-harmful 
On wed A 

elements" domnet-eone—nder this catagory. Crimesperpetreted by the 


not in % 
MUrki" sre ogo essencd mt the Spmetftey srec'fic products of the 
Pee Yhia snell, 


Soviet regime,and thetr significancefin camp life is very meaute. 


2 


The "ki" bear fully deserved punishment for perfectly real canhtrg Quai 


and this sharply distinguished them frdém the remaining xrm two proups . 
to a considerable de 
75 interpretted by the bolsheviks Jn ai 


whose "guilt" 


B. tCounterrevolutionaries" 


Prisoners who have been interned for violating one of the seventeen 


itrary hannele 


points of the 58th statute of the Criminal Codd of the RSFSR or similar 
statues of the £riminal east other republics, i.¢. ee en on cherges o} 
i)-dulging in activities cf a nolitical ee directed against the Soviet 
authorities are immeasurably more nunerous than criminals and constitute 


canp A 
a good half of the entire merxmmer pop:lation. 
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gate enous be x age of the fact 
i re ment that only those persons whom the MGB considers 


under the 58th stat in regular 
potential enemies of the Soviet authoritiesfserve their terms stertieex 
concentration camps. 


Stevens, They are*®Rofficially desigfiated as "socially~hamifil". 


The following are some of the erimes ascribed to them: antisoviet 
agitation, sabotage, preparation of terroristic re espionage, participation 
an 
in underground counterrevolutionary organi sie ion against the Soviet 


for the purpose of ¢drivi vie all_persong 
authorities. Zvidence obtained tmmoacticgmmcamxamockekatf~iunder the 58th 


statute is always fictitious. 


The convicted eounterrevoultionaries _mxEusyax 
peroeptibl 
almost always possessed more or lessfantibolshevk sentiments prior to their 


a rnxaap apprehended by the party or the political 


repressing thése kinds of »x 


police served as the basis. for SERXHERixgxXrexkeKKinexdits individualsin the 


reguler course of mass terrorism. 


Soviet authorities are never placed in regular ae . 


mee kept totaly 
the afewenentiong 


isolated, particularly inf®pecial camps situated in regions beyond the Arctic 


Circle, They are never released, for even in the event of a political 
revolution in Russia the MVD will have time to liquidate them before 


the prisons and camps ‘Qakkt fall into the hands if of a new power. 
number 8 
The »emperkion ¢d prisoners senfroed under the 58th statute as compared 


with the remaining components of prisoners is subject to high flucttations,. J 
falls o 


in times directly before md after phe purges their number increases and 7456s 
respectively. The htadm. Hare, 
Jommoemctntakt thoomstes give impetus to the growth of vurisoners at the 
beginning of a new purge. The gigantic expansion of camps in 1930-1932 

the 


wes effected specifically on kk Sicie pee this statute. It was at that 
were numbered 


time that thaxxmimpooa counterrevolutionaries ;wxoaxpEESEmt in millions, 


The majority of them cmmmthiock at that time constituted peasants who were 


aaa 46 cartoon Loggingw operations for comperatively short terms of 
3-5 Socnah tecelisantt cisakion in armed uprisings against the Soviet order" 


and Hor! antisoviet agitation", ete as specified in statutes 58, 2 and 10, 
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Owing to the fact thet thie wave of prisoners was 
tuberned at the time Saas the femous "Dryna" (a stick with 
which the prisoners were beaten) wes revoked and relative 

R hy good rations were issued to thors fulfilling the norms 
(see above), these ‘neasAantea, who were accustomed to hard 
maysiee) Lebar, in 5a weoee ets tue cannos alive end 
were sent to a number of regione as exiled settlers. Thsy 
olayed & largs and importent role in developing thess arees. 


i 5 


However, they created Lethal conditions ip cempes for the 
poysicelly wecker counterrevolutionaries of to intelligant-— 
sie whica sunplianted them. Lebor norms were esteblicned 

on tne bosis of the outnvt of eae peasants and were t090 


ntgh evan for industria? workers. In view of the ensuing 


yoliticel tearroriem (the murder of Kirov, the triale 


vaves oF 


of yarty members opsosing the new Line, Yevhev's noliey) pris- 
orers “10 were convicted under the 68th stetute constituted 
the mafority of priscners during the thirties, The purges 
wien were conducted Anrineg this variod literally shook the 
entire ropulation of the USSR and by 1°78 hardly « family re- 
mnéinsa woicn was not effected by these renoressive meesures, 
The auretion of tensities pronounced by the NKVD tended to in- 
crease, There were fewer ond faver v-yeor sentences whereas 
the 5,8, ana lO-year terme heceme graphically more prevelent. 
Mortelity rose due to decreased food rations ond the inabilit. 
to adjust tuemseives to nsavy physical lator. 

Tne end oF Yeznev's rules and @ rise in mortality led to 


a syetematic raduction in tne number of prisoners sentenced 


under the 58th stetute. [ tore sentenced under this 29X1 


ee ee 
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etetute no longer commrised the mejority in 1940- 1942, Fris- 


oneare were interned on different charsee in the forties. 


In the thirties the imprisoned counterrevolutionoaries 
wers purgec from el strate of the Soviet ponulation. The 
generel techniaue of these vurges which wee creeted and dae- 
veloped tr o specisel committee oF state security after the 
turder of Kirov is well krown, It is daced ofPbermanent end 
epoerently well-establ iened observationSor the political sen- 
timente of #1] segrernte of toe populetion. The ovservetiong 
is conducted by e@ group of "saksoty" (secret colleboretors) of 
tae politicr) »olice ané@ porty orgenizetions. In comliance 
wits the results of these observatione ond efter the lererlin 
nes decided which sroup is to be thoroughly "shettered" (the 
Rykov-Tonsk cece covared the party circles; the Tulchachevskly 

jee covered tue militery circjes, ete.), fn ennroximets num 
ber of individuals eubject to renression is sscertained. Lists 
cf nenes of esuvsoend "counterrevolutionarie® based on these 
directives and so-colled "tables of criterion are drawn up oy 
the locel state security organs. Their individuel cases are 


exerined end additional svidence is either collected or Febrin 
ceted if nsceceary. (This ies usually dore orior to arrest, but 
if there ie too much work it is done efter the orrest.) Thaae 
cases ere "pffixed" to tne arrested individuerli:. Leter thay 
mist confess the eullt waich the ceases ereritea to them. The 


metuods of eliciting these confessione are more modern than 


those of Hitler's Gestapo (in the second instance, genuine 


SECRET 
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gailt wes sought providing the person under investigetion 
wee not a dew) and can in no way be compared with medieval 
tortures, Consequertly everyone confesses, xperienced 
“political crimincis" by no meens defend themselves during 
interrogations, but merely endeavor to discover the neture 
of their crime, They "confess" easily and unhesitetingly, 
oreferring shorter investigetions to useless cefeuse. Dur- 
ing very intencive wes cases were tried in closed sess~ 
fons end the arrected individusls were convicted and ban- 


isned without any interrogeticns, 


On the beste of wide experience of such puress the 
NIVD (since 1€41 it was the NFGR) was faced from 1829 to 
1641 inclusive, wits the task of purging tue newly acquired 
territories (enctern Polend, the Baltic Stetes, Bessarabie) 


of "soctelly-harnmful elamenteat, The technique emnloyved in 
+". 
u 


ne purges, namely mese deportations of certain ssemertes of 


tne sonpuletion to tne east ae prisonere and exiles, ic ex- 


cerrentiyf J a result of these purges 


the number of denorteae wee very large, On the basis of sta- 


calls 
a 


realy stated that the aversge figure of denortees in these 
veers onmroached © 7,°7°,90C mark, PO-"9 percent of which 


were cent to conesntration camps, Gurrently, these persona 


are mumbered in nundreds or # few thousands, whereas formerly 


thay conetitnatad 407,000 or even 690,000, The contingent of 


prisoner counterrevolutionaries hes been somewhat changed, 
Since that time tnis groun has consisted of 10-15 percent 


foreigners deported from Burope, Manchuria and Korea, 


7). 
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Of the hundreds of thousands of prisoners who were 
sent to concentration camps during the war in connection 
with the liquidation of such autonomous regions as the 
Volge Gerwan Region, the Kemytsk, the Checneno~Ingush, 
the Crimean, end the Errachsyev Oblasts, only saveral 
tens of thousends of prieoners heve remeined elive. The 
majority neve perished. A sme@ll number heve been freed. 


They heceme fewer efter living in new regions under socicl- 


ist e¢onstruction. 


Hence et the present time the majority of prisoners sen- 


tenced under the 58th statute ere composed of renetriates and 


formar residents of regions occupied by the Gerners, The 


ecreaning of millions of peonle who in tne course of a fair- 
ar Pp a 


ly long period of time Lived outside of the redius of whe 
Nal ~seaing eye" of the bolshevik political volice has still 
not been completed, although it shonld be assumed that the 
minber of such "criminals" has diminished werkedly as com~ 
mared wit. 1945, 1946, end even 1947, The duretion of pen- 
elties waich these incividuels received varied grently end 
vae investigetion oF such persons Lested a relatively short 
time. I am of the ominion that short-term prisoners (whoce 
sentences renes From one to taree years) ere creconinant, 

They leter under commulsion in locel carns of Ukraine and 

Felorassia, These prisoners constitute et lecst e me fority 


of prissners in the Dontase, It is Selieved tart e good 
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nalf of tae coel prodnced in this region is mined by tren. 


Uneduested nereons ere predominsnt among tuese short-term 
gre eenecially meny women end young girls 
wig have been e-tiected to forced leboy, frequently only de- 


orlsonere, There ¢ 


cause taey waeued clotnes for the Germens during the occu- 


On the other hend, members of the intelligentsia 


tion , 
who livec under Germen rule were subjected to severe interro- 
Sentences ranging from 


for this category 


Hate 
pain’) 


ations and received long sentences. 


Ty 


Cen 
five to ten yerrs were by no meens a rer 
Thie is the reason there are so faw of them in 


4s a rule, long-tern prisoners ere 
They seldom return 


oD prisoners, 
Ukr-e ine. 
to Farekheten, 


Belorussia and 
or 


these pieces, 
emerged postwer catagory of impriso 
“ tiem is situcted in cemns where conditions ere very 


A group o: 
ebout 


cevers. 

This de whet two escaned everitnesses arve to sey 

prisoners: “At lest we reecred Camp Bruk on 
ee 

neonle aed been con- 


a> 


thie cetaReory of 
or less similer 


n 


after our arrivel. 


AUS 


tee Leytc River waeres mor 
hod heen 


erepated, A&A mectinglver held severel daye 
A spetker from our midst said thet a.) of ve 
motion thet every 


Tend and peonle and mede 


beyond the Urel Mounteins for 
ac the 


Poa 
ePUCIVe 
a. 


berore our n 


one sign up Tor construction work 
to visit our Prmilies 


As wes to be exnected no 


puilt. 


five yeers witcoct stonoing first 
when the question cP whe opposed 


sole meent of exculpeting our 
Consequently the seugeestion was accepted 


contrery opinions were voiced 


tnie motion wee reised, 


oe 
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unanimously end in two deys we were driven into freight cers 
in groups of 70 persons, After bolhing the doors from the 


outside we were sent to our destinetion." 


Postwer revlecements of prisoners sentences under the 

Eth statute are effected almoet exclusively by the re 
x Seeds . ; “: 

noliev" which advocstee a struggle agninsat servility to the 
West" end egainst "nonfulfillmert of the Pive-Yeer Plen ir 
four years." It mist be added thet these sources are uneble 
to renlace tie repidly decreasing nunbemor "“counterrevolution 
“ 


érieg “ in cerps woo perish of naturel causes. 


fhe nucber of prisoners of this category is diminishing. 

Mention should be made of the fact trnet only short-term 
mrisoners end "westernere" who receive light sentences are 
sent to Lebar camns, The mo‘ority oF priconere cre guarded 


undar rore severe concitions. 


ind 


3. "Bytovikil" 
Chie category of persons is innrisoned for violeting 
different statutes oF the Crininel Code of tne Soviet Union. 


Moreover driby infrections occur of necessity in one form or 


Punishnent is edministered br Soviet Justice end or- 
gers of etrte security " in moderstion" , cutefly on the besis 
o* nurges conducted not from = vurely noliticel sterdpoint bat 


yecrusea of sennomic-nolitier1l considerations, 


In this instence criminel lew stetutes renresent @ 


necessary Juridierl cover, Actes reletine to “misayrronriction 


- 7 = 
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; s . i= es "1 i 

of socialist property", “infringement of lcbor lewe’, felet 

aceoeuTa | - ee om 

ication of hosenpepernn sa Narceeding the rutnority", etc. are 
unevoidetly committed tv erch Tovtet eitiven. Withowt com- 

mitting these offenses a Soviet citizen is incepetle oF suo- 
nortine wie feutly or sven carrying out pie snere of "narty 
anc. governirent reesnonsif flittes", If tha resnonsitilities 


pre not executed the inéividuel is tried urder the S8th stetute 


a "treitor", “estotenr! or "wrecker", 


Eas 


The sources of these crimes are eesentielly onmipresent 
Pad 


‘overt; enc oremeditation, A collective farmer wno steals 


ws, 


aNeostg? cociotiet grain from tne collective farm eranery ie 


dispetored ts pen old in Kolywe simply because the amount oF 


sreirx ellettesd to ain by the stete for svbsistence wee imsutfic— 
eae oe 


Ar eneinger tho infringes c« wbor icv and volunterily 
lesves Gn industry ie nleeed under forced lotor Deceuse the 
“yareounel eectiay of on enternrice doer not viento "frlsify 
“te fecounte” ard the meurgerent refuses to “exceed ite eutnor- 
ftv", However, if they aesist uim hy formeliving his re- 
lef2g it ie gitte coneeiveble thet tue menegerent would be 
*“ieed Soy “Sateresion of the lebor dew." It dacs well 
srewn DTeet tact 41S tlinent oz the olen in the USSR is im 


~possibls wituout “excasling the authierity" end without re= 


sorting to decention. It ie impossible to get plone wit 


oat toe "4 7" € Cevlaued oA, max g*qo 


~- Teo 
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‘ : a. 2. 
farimlea in toskkeeving occounts (pj; is the floor on wiica “28 &¢ 


3 iline f woiea munbers are cno- 
count is baeed; p. is the ceiling Pron w.ca mounber a 
Bar 


toe 


gern; pe is the Fineser asad in sucking out the missing feets; py 


“ Gi oe . 2 : \ 
is the pen, the equinment used in »redyevion;. 


aus 


Grimes about wiich we are seeeiege cre the integral 


mert of Boviet life. Tuet ee doudte concerning the good in- 


ot 
Ea) 
te 
ot 
bos 


one of the nerty en@ government flicker across the ming of 
nviet eitiven every dey so crimes ere committed by him deie 
ly, Both one end tae other are not excertions but the rule in 
Sowiet live, Cast ce urlitical nurges attend seco new store 


sf davelonuer.t of tae Polenevik nerty, so arveste and reoressive 


mes ares Tor vinletions of the anily order of Soviet lite ere 
e etemetically cerried out 6¢ all legeing eectiors of induetry 


Kezenovich's rale over Soviet trenenort in its time 
corntrivuted meny eymerienced reilroed worcers to the camn 
syster, They, by toe wey, were ueeful in the construction 


of Bai. / Baykel-amur Trunk Ling/. 


Tye law entitled "Criminal Accountability for Mis- 


sooronriation of State end Public Property", acted 7? August 


1G47P py.d renave 


by tua Presidium of the Sunreme Soviet of 


tne USSR on 4 Nay 1947 provided the catms wito meny previecvely 
omsunie ied "misanrrovriators of tne srered sociselist uranerty". 
Toe Decesher rorshetor lewe sent tnnumerstle "“ersfters, drift- 


are, lopfere, troubie mekers, iflers, and Gteoreenizers 9 


jradnetion" to the cenos. 
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The nenslties for these crimes which cre indicsolutly 
tied with the Soviet wey cf Life ere cnonlisd by the bolsne— 


‘Ing sections 


vike nurnocetully end almost extlusively in lrg 


of industry. It ie tueir aim to "reise tne legrarde to the 
lsavel of the lerding worcere" by inatilling fear and to sur- 
St. 


mores production @ifficulties by streinines tumen efforte to 


tie meximw’. 


he currently noticeable auerentetion of reilrosed 
ceses is not secidertel, but ctenifies tue esd stete of 
cffeire in foviet tranesort, It cleo meens tart Llebor camps 
vill be renlenisied wit cone yee CONTAC teteeby 
Giang OF rie bauiteanides self—canteredness, commlecency, ond for 
"weetine government funds", ‘feleificetion of accounts” ond 
reny more etasec in other trenches of the nationrl economy 


which for a time being will not be redreseced. 


It seexne to me that purges of different sections of 
Soviet life woica cre evetemeticelly conducted by the bol- 
ehnevike provides the cemrs with no fever prisoners then Llerg 4 
wevee of noliticel terroriess. <A group of there convictad 
individuale felie under tue Seth ee ees end seb- 


noe) bot the mefority ay ones mez decienate 


them as auch, “economic” or ‘office"™ eriminele, 


for Hee maak pay 


begemwee Hrisoners of thie cateszory ees (ee) 


Soviet citizens wao heve tone nothine unususl, They ere 
Live tne counterrevolutiongries who .eve pleced beiind 0 


" 


wired fence cnly hbeceuse tuey were “tinlucky" and found them 


salves in r "tizat enot", &]1 due to uninet fete which 
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ettrected the “ettention and solicitude" of the perty, the 


government end Comrede Strlin. 


IV. Intre-Cery Cetesory of Prisonere 

Desvite tris vast en ney ae eq muecn in the 
reeire es in the garis end metnaods of exnloitine vrisoner-, 
a 


“ya mode of exietence, the mules, the soclel relations end 


tne ooliticel cexttrents ere very eimiler in ce ms, 


The socirl sni qolitierl roles of cuncentretion 


camp irrstes closely resemble tuoce of the none too fev 


srowoe of axiles and aneciel eettlers, Usowever, the letier 
aiffer from prisoners in tnet tuey do not Live benind e& 
vired fseuce, As 4 rule they Live witu treir femilies end 


in most caees work on the esrima tesis re tne rine and file 


Soviet citizens, 


“nerefore this te not the time or place to exemine 
Sate proun of irdivinuele ehien conetitutes oc ind of trans- 


ition letveen the nriconers and free citizens of the USSR, 


Almost everyone vio is fortunrte to leeve the camns 


fime it must be exemine? together with the concentration cern 


immetes ent not with the free Soviet citivens, 


e into thie greun. Ae e@ grou opposing the tolehavik re- 


From @ mecicel voint of view prisoners ere civided into 


aL 


four catagories. Taese cptepories nertly determine tne tous of 


work in waien thea nrisoners ere sneered. 


rare 


Approved For Reisues 2006/1 REE RE RoPs3-00415R002000050001-2 


Approved For Release SECRET CIA-RDP83-00415R002000050001-2 


Feovle tee ee first category, the so- called "horse" category, 
ard aleo in the second category ensege in nesavy menuel letor. 
ie an excention of course € prisoner mey sometimes maneuver 
nis wey into the sarvice nersonnel cleecification. Such an 


a . 


de more cifficult if the criconer belongs to 


o 
3 
m 
3 
3 
s+ 
4s 
Oo 
=] 
H+ 
“a 
pan 
aa) 
a 


eltiuer *ie Firet or second cetercorm. 


The taird and fourth ecetegories imoly oertial ebllity 
toovuer’’e. The nosition of » prieoner Lieted under the fourth 


eftesor: ney be Ceemed howeslees, Far tae most nert they ere 


coneicured to Le “ruorarchings seet-i"s tue: dia slowly in 


-e, 0 Persone owith euehn infirmities es nernie, 


Mecicel cetezories ere of tie grettest sienificence 
Vier Some aentere or canoe receive orders to send detéeenmers 
oP oriconavs a otner corms whies: ore under different edrinis. 
trectiores, Tse locel eéminietration plweye panenvake to in- 


clouds tise Seetle intividnele, tines «uo do not went to letor 


4 


4 


bo ware ita the teperrce J "Pftany"/.. Ae’ 
reeult of trie wacker prieoneres reagieterad under the third 
catecory woo were uneble to atteen trevealvee nernanentiy to 


go iciteuer ov wereacuea trevel from ong enmn to enother end dia. 


‘ 
ree set 
einrte tuair strangt. . Ther emed=eere occumy the worst nositione 
* 


ee mew Carne end Tinsl’, receive co nertenent spot only with the 
Werner Bifteenty Geriony, tn other wcarge in « ceraterc, 
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Mecicel] crtecories cre of secondery irmortences for 


enecislist whe me Ta neePul ss ocrinistretive or tacani- 
cil wereonnel., Ther ere en dimnoortent fector in deterrinin,: 


As oe 54 4 e oad mot nigia's, a i sv oe oer r 
tia poeition of ort inery npleerers in lebor ortmns. 


fed into five soecalted “proftuce 


ivten ere ivncerendent of the etrte of heelty 


oF these nriesnerse. These cre re Follows: 
4, Persone directly connect)e 1 vita mrocection verb, 
Taseé include workers, all brigrde Leaders, foreman anc o hend- 


same CQO perfent a? tis sivinietwetive gerd teonumicel varvere 


or the areme, By decrees, this group must consist of not less 


ad 
fay 
S 
5 
a 
tn 
re! 


ercent of tne totel prisoners, 


row A, Sucu as chete, tedlore, mec~ 


etents, ete Tale ero: must mot constitute more tnan 


LO nercent of tye totel prisoners, Actually it is alweyes eround 


a4 


cay 


cercert, not including those winr the administretion menaced 


to trensZer to category A ‘wy "totte!", oh pull/. 


ei 


Catecoriva 0, D, end BM omay not conetitute more then 
B onareent of fue totcl cemr nonmuirtion. Crteapor: © is com- 


moen2 of termorarils “infirm vorisoners; ortegory D consists of 


ple who meruscs to work end ere corfined to 


errects; and catesory Die mede up of punisied prisoners) otis- 


erers under tnveetigstion, ané other miecel’rneoue erouns. 


m0. 
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“tA not exist the serviean careonnel woul undoubtedly reach 0 
sercent of tae totel esmm romiletion anc tue reraining helt 


woud be engéged in 


1. e., the ndviristretive end teco- 
antire B. calegsory. 


wveich beere ell brrdienine end is 


fenrived of crim lite, 


io 


jiffers from the meses of prigonera in thet it Lives under cordi- 


tions whica in no 


tt ie pogeible to 


or nine vears without becoming # 


‘winen wreck, Prierners wio ere lickvy to renein in thie cr*egory 


possess all cuerces of Leaving the cau wien tyeir tern expire. 


. 


ry 7] 


srisonerf cen only none to hol? out Tar taree 


Thea renk end 
or five yeers, vrovidine ne fe born hardy end heritay, norsers 


aréurence #6 cen cone with heavy menuel Lebor. 


in Corrective— 


re 
a 
ac] 
f 
eg 
" 
2 
no 
IS 
wed 
op 
— 


1, Administrative, Cechnicel end Serv 


Lator Came. 


Prisonere teeen to tele vert in the cemp adninistretion 


By 


in 1980 wren the Solovetes: 


ve "Death Cerne" wera transformed. 
at the wave of Ourc's ieee an organization for tne exoloita- 
tion of foreed Ishor, At first tue role of taess prisonere was 


Lerge. [ tie Armed Guerd/ woe recruited from em«—_~_ 


vrisoners in those times, Prisoners woo ware an, ineers Fic ede 


1 


ministretore sizervisa #1 t+ .ousends af nris- 


unerg however in LOGM-LGF4 tuere wee # teena@ 9) apoloy vol- 


aes 


‘etery oersonnel for resnoneible offices (freqvrertly nerseone 


rad aed duct aoc Leted serving their sentences), Individue’s 


cavcarced under the C&th atetute wera Torbidden to oecuny nosi- 
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That 


om sh \ mia eg #4 Pad 
tion$nigner tnenfe forener. In 19°86, witn toe tnevenuretion of 


= gtricter regine 


} 


srisoners working &e administrators ond techn 


4 a : un ad a 
nietans covld no loneer be excluded from tne generis] contro. 


Daring the ver there wee eoncrently ¢ reverse@ trend in 
eermes sitnueted in. Ye Forth. But es soon es Germeny cenitue 
2ptad the otc tendency to employ voluntery letor e+ Jeret in 


reenonethie offiase was aprin renewed wita vigor. 


T+ fe 242%ieult to eey iow fer GTLAG mis vrocreasced in 
fuie Sivraction, The Lover administration eud direct tecninicel 


esimepvicinn of worse te currently vudowstedly in the pends «ft 


prieoners. Tt cen be stronely ascerted tuet tieir inmortence in 
true edministration of cams is diminisaing end will nrobatiy con- 
A aie Po inisa. 
Twenty to thirty percent of priesners compose this era. 
TET VS us y percen 2 DPS oners QOMnrore 4 & San 


Ite muster end composition depends entirely coon tue neture of 
vors in waien the cern inmates ergese. Tne sive at this eroin 


incrences in industries end on construction rrotects bat diminish 


es for sinole L:tor coneanine operrtione in tne foreet or mines, 


Like ony Soviet sumpretus the edministretive, teehnicel 


py. acoropic eretions of cenmms tand to bacore Llerge, From time 
to time tueyfourged and their etef? ie reduced Mech prisoner 

won Dells into trie eroun not only sttennts fo 
from tne orisoner mesaee but endesvore to find e nlees for = fen 


verite comrede in order to resone aim from derth pnd tae wortere! 


- @l- 
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"hose times woan Intellizent or sermi-literate individcvele 


were in alen demendi ant corte Find office Jove witnout erny dif- 
ficultr were over by 1907, Yeruev's poliey mede sufficient num 


tere oF tue intelligentsia evetleble to the cerme erd edminis 


tretive and teennic:] uacitionsJTor pereons sentenced under tie 


nie tine of nergonmnel ie reeraite rily from snec eta we. 
Ld * 
era canterced for = of the “oviet Llebor lew end wio ere 


née Food retions ‘easvet te them are no better then tose 


receives hy the firet cetesorr of workers eltiovgn they are ane 


9X1 [ ie: prtoue Beebe ir connection with tais 


5X1 
5X1 


in tasir tiines, 


Soviet metiods of man 


Bsement ere eet vividly exenolified. samim 


Tue edmirietrative, tecanierl enc servics personnel be- 
ginniug wit. tas moet outetending foremen end cnriaf bookkeensar 


and ending with the Last nereon in eneree of ten individnale 
or & verter, ere fll more or lese of the etme clique wio constart- 


ly imenire and suorort eren other. Their slogen ic "Lat ts 


wolves te fed end tre sheen remein unherned." They eatrive to 


fnatorte in the of fieiel renorts of the ¢emp that norms ere 


enc. ovarfulfilled, Tuer endervor to credit cfm ine 


metes with fulfilling the norm 190 parcart when te 


+ 


These efforts oF tne cdninietration 


snaciptediy ot 


voke the lot of meny prisoners ansisr., There is & 


eno 
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Cemnes are eeeneietcd with a number of Tict tions, suca Be 
Nequertijnal work", “eocleliet. cometition” «"exrneion of 


soclgliet cnonetraction ty eattinge wm great poels". In the 


Pree world svervbody is obliged to vretend tant ne accante these fice 


tone in earnest. No ore oretenis in lebor cannes. The only taing 


tart ecturliv exists is nrodnetion conferences. At tomes maatings 
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oF the menner in waich the work will 


is tolereted, 


Representotives of tue Soviet elite end the Soviet in- 
telligentsia wio cre evbjectead to renreccive mecesures lerrn 


Pram tne etrrt tae wetuode treed by eatete caecarity oremre. Later 


ee cs 3 
Pat eee 


ind tneneelves in cemme, After workings ine brigece tne, 
eitner werieh or work their wey into eaedministretive or teconic¢sl 


aoeitione, where they eee tne old femilier Toviet wey of Lite 


etringsd of the illuscty oeopeeende. The nicture of tne "Soviet 


“sdveretitiyl Lecomeas cat lete if wention ig meda of tne Fact tart 
it it noceihla tn enact tore freely on meny tories in crmns tire 
fn tus free world, notwit .sterding the prevelence of sacret col- 


Leborstars in marne eleo. "Students" who are released unon corm 


ion of their ter-s bLeeora urcummromisine entibolevwviks. Thes 
nroroundly understend tos essence of the Soviet regime and are 
prenpered to fight i* nti? deetu. Tae motto egopted by then dur- 


ing tne German oceune*ion wae “Side even witna the Devil as long 


as it ie ageinst Stedirn." 
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2, workers! Brigefes 
Seventy to elgnty. percent of the nrisoners, in other 


words the rest of tue cem inmetes exclicire the sick end threes 


tian of triemde workers ie & Aiffienlt end worrisome tee for 


te Lower cars egniniectretion. as atrlv as the vairties there 


= 


wee aetetlieaed the oractice sf renuiring cr enue) norm from 


evra-  oreteoner reeerdlace af ve nhyesicel esr dition. Therefsone 


i beotre nmecasewry i a: 
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eoons tia more etrong in arder to méira it facett oe Par the 


re powhnle te pone vit, its epestoneo te, At timas tiie 
dana ln mrectine hne Let os Piesmsting bravile ero Groperingres 
Z 4 iT : = 4 = a = se 
ene pt other tines or tne conerery, it bas oceesionecd mrnifes— 


tyra cere Sor wearer corredes, thien te 


feolfosft namerous imehencse wien such escistence wre given to 


telticentete wig weve completely 


york, These ceses indierte tas 


bg. : s wa 


Feot tiet nigh auelities of the Ruselan neticcel snirit hleve 


Veen yreserven. 


L 


aa intallieertets cra senectally the more delicate 


Fa 


Poreteneres who ere avrreTiy worreares! Drigedes for 


as rostonort nericu, Times lieve pret when ever, literete 


or technicel wasition. 
e- pre craually: vretle to endure sven the ccortest terp (three 
seers) in € workare! trierds, Prisoners from tae covih, the 


Caucesis smd Gentrel fsie, ao pot auold out walt etter. Per- 


hene tate te the reseon the sneciel Prorvinei: Carn was ea~ 
tot ts el ae . cook Fy in “wn Mines wan orrea braet 
tel ised on the wrores o° the Geenisn “ar, Dan ¥ ere best 
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geohie to endure lebor 


sexbers of the Soviet intelligentsie rho were accistonec to 


Socicliet atrcetition metuods walen receive immetue 


food rations f{ “rettled 


from tie 


oad 


lone aso intredncec to the cemm mreses. the spirit oF cosme- 


tition, the desire -t out even et the cost of e comrede, 


decention and otisr ccsrecteristic feetures of 
pevennlogy." The evarree morele of nersone nleced in a vhysi- 


a3 


Ge Lo; a eee ribs 


moreliy daceneretines environmen? is not 


ez low, however, ce rer ba expected, 


-" a a en 
i 


Accordins: <9 Taroresn sterderde, af course, not 


prisonare bat severally snerkineg all Soviet 


aon 


aetnetderea’? Teoice in morel excellance. Fron the Vectern- 


Buroneen noint of vise it is immnesitle te live in tas BOE 
ecd the tnougit of livine in lever come adoes not even saves 
the mand, hen exp of tus orevinousl: mentioned crimes ere 
cerostrétea evety our o tae repressed mavority of the nop 
wiervion they csers to te crimes. To cleverly awindle tue ec- 
virniestration, to ottein the lareeseet food retion, to resort 

wo onli" or to Gerreid éemyone as long @s sove Living per- 
eon Goes not feel tus dire coneecnsenceas, end moreover to 

hein @ comrede out oF @ eituetion, ia not evil bit is often 
rear~ded #2 a gocd deed. Tule uniqse set of atiies wiien in 
Beige MESS is aneleeote no the etules.oF te eriming | yvorld 


Lelor arms. Only an inexpariencec incivic- 


hey 


voy 
as 


ual internrets the nvedorinnnee of trie set of etcvics es morel 
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Gisintegretion. The uelority of prisoners neve undowbtedcly 
a ‘ pare l 1, 
mreserved #& covieciencs ond &@ unions Set fo t5 Seri) DERE 


metic"! eat of morsel nrincinies. 


Mrefts erd einiler inferies oer onis beceuce a Lorze 


eer 4 OL, . 7 
maucber of "Uriei" ere nresant, ehd.primerily in Torwerding cécos 


i 5 
rt 


pre new cémm centers, in otner words waser® “eople here nov yet 


tegoue agveiniad with econ otner srr not hed the ovpertun- 


-: e Se gue A Pent 4 

t4- 49 live tovetuer for any Lone period or time. Jrevernes 
- E : _s Fetes. 7 m 

peletione pec be detected vitilin sen¢rate origedes 77ue, 


da dtaibes a 
Ao not extend bacond thestrigede. 


Moe reaintions between the mresee, te Armed Guerd ana 


tee edrinietretive and technics] personnel by no means may Le 


ad Fie) 


aerstfere? trimicel. The administretion wadehf tommoced oo 


A 
ae 
oa 
= 
" 
3 
rs 
jos 


crisiners never etiam be waplere, FoTemen, and 


pt times Gua gurrd, are induleert toward tue trierde workers 
Leoruca of inherent symmetiy or in the Interest of maintaliing: 


frierdly ralations, "ney use their influence sng sven vesort 


a 


5 e.avesia, The nrisoners conprajend Guise erd eenress ticir 
eretituds by trying not to nut "good" sunervisors ir aweiward 
noeitions., Brigede workers do not regore tren 


4 i - a hs “ ae 
tion of the comp elite with anvys; it ie ceneicered the normes 


é 


There ere reletively few stool oS ee celled "Stulecnil! 


? 
ir leter crime end ernomr the arm elite. They prectically <9 not 


exiet in workere! Lrigades and if tuey ere present 


re 


Sey soon van 


eona lrown. Taie insures the comperetivel,s unvirdered nrcoc~ 


Ey 


hoe of "blet" erd « reletive snount of fresadorm of sneecn. 


oF 


Netorrliy one donee exynect to find vellticel interests ena Sebi 


mm Alias. . 


mere ets nt itierl ominions smone the over-exynmucted ass 


arlelar & 


the cases pre cemlliterecte, 


aners wie in the mpfority 9% 
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conversetion ere yuanelly the follow 


ions, recollections of the forver live 
geion is seldom discuscs@ end politics are 
requently. Draemea of release and postcern 


lag. Such axoreesions ac "somedoy we will 


"comedey we will return home" may De neard once 


camp elite, but in t.¢ workers! brigades 


eive un tneir lives Zor socirlist con- 


struction, Inherent tect, which is tne oatetanding feetare 
of eimjle folk, connals them to tae tnese nersons into con- 
elger.tion. 

Politics ere never aGiscuesed ere but tus polities. 
OALAEOH the imprisoned mgsees nevertrsalecs is clesr. Nine 
teantns oF thes wars not setiefied wien tie Soviet regire sven 
veer they ware free, 

Lee meda then more swere of tae Soviet regime end irreconedle- 


esle to tt. Cosepoks end nesesnts wio et ons tine vere in le 
Wt ee? Sion 


me aretnéditionelly esunnorted the Germen nAeven ques 


fee tne orescence of tac Germens on Puselen coil. 


balavea: Lead eré Sollowed the Germans weet. 

Letor cerms teach tye prisoners to eccept bolenevir Fic- 
ticne (44 ied -lreacy bean mentioned thet fietions of "re 
sagging” end "Llebor entousiasm" exist there) not as © riturl 


or #8 an iliuecion but 2s cynical and contenptuous treatment 

j 
of tag reonle. The mirvese is to concerl the fects oF axe 
cloitetion ae. desth oF millions of-neonle, This is cleer to 


Say 


yoctmn inmete, And every formar vrisoner uneonselouely 


crt! 
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4 + + - 740 o 4 met ° 
becones € vary convineine egiteator seeinet the. noviet regime. 
Mony times I necrd .rie? coumente fror, Belorussien nersants 
ary times : 


eiturtion verfectly, haa atale vss 


whieh showad thant tusy understood %: 


ymeeigreeer € tecticonmy to the Fret tart the evietence of slev- 
Ch a aunt . SRL IMN FO Lae 26 

ery is on integrel feature of the Soviet etrmetareyettentedl 
ko the nreveleance oF mareires desiened to conesel this fret. 


‘ 


Vo ae Sieniciesrce of Onrrective-Lator Oemms in tae Syctan 


of Rolshevilkte Hie 


Me imeortence of tue Corrective-Labor Cems syetar 


en . * an, Stelinil 
ga jereree in repliziag tue “business of Lenin end Stelin". 


= 


From thie noliticel point of view 1h ie one Oo. vie most 91¢€ 


orgenieine bolsieviet terrorisms; from tae 
~oliticel sten@point jt is en essential cover for the fulfirll- 
rent of e@ aarias of nestenments which ere vital in increasing 


-se mdlitery notential of tas USSR to the meximor. 


se bolenevil edminictretion tekes both oF these fec- 


, yf : Amik 
tore into corsidaretion, The prophets of this system doubt— 


Leesly axec@erete tae benefite derived from the Corrective. 
2s , . * GAar i 

pokor osmn ayetear. Tre Cievcventeges Fe, tee axposire of 

the cieenthronic feature of tic Soviet regime to man. mill@ 


ee atin eis 5 , aene 
of peools anid tee very Alan lose of prisoneg lives énd 


yeeltn i tae coset of ecconamie vrrojects built with 
foreed letor. 
L. The Politicel sisnificence of Camns 


4s 


‘Tra politicel meaning of concentration etre for 


- 
=) 
ia 
ak 
“st 
b 
< 
kA 
a 
gy 
be 
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hr 


teel? neede no saleboration, Prisarers o7 these 


crops era sn emenpla of the moet yitecrrerd though not the 
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enla form of reyresricn 


"9 wile itie bole iavike subtect thair foes, 


They ate on exemple cP the moet widely ppulied form of Dol- 
ecevlst terror, Terror ie not ont, the teeic insurence for 
éoatokle Covlet structure but ¢ orereqviisite for the hypno‘ic 


gh 


aA. 
néer wilcn/tne veonle of the “moet denocretic 


coun 


vey in tne world", beer osc oc result of tuis, fear, ageravated 
Ur & generél meteriel aepencerce anon the stéta, never leaves 
a Soviet citizen end genere*se (freouertly cubconeeionsly) thea 
aeeive tf Dalievs In igytus end Piction wilca neve Leen indoc- 


crineted in adm through 


‘Ase Gevelored in eitiven certein "conditioned 


it] eeiy" 


vee" wailen anette him to vote "Fr for « block of com- 


fe and nonpnerty candidstes," alco "volurterily" does 


se tne worcertu? freadome "ourrerntesd" to nim by the "ooloen 


vere of the sunny Stelin constitution," 


aiffererca tetween freedom rere imprisonment in tne 


no masre prerounced, The ward "freedcem" in ths 


Leceriteliet Thar e 


desrees oF elavery, woich 


de sirnoly 4 aleve in th: 


., He is 


de Bees 
oe ea 


lune nine 


eubdect to direct coarcion which 


whly conveniently mosied under the term 


innibited by necessary 
weeocrisy, pseudacontiderce, and boleneviet fictions. Bor 


letionsnin is the On the one side 


Beeterlly the rea SeMEe . 


Taere ic the verty manber, the membar of the Gentrel Committee 
or the member of the Folitturesu w.io is invested with enormous 
~ SO A 

— 


gEcRF" 
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powers Sit. wno hes vect meterial reeources at sie digsnosal 


no 


woo te spiritually hemnered ard waoes creative canius has teen 


Perera geet by tne Poreed profession of an officiel doctrine 


wiien is obviously hypocritical, (Any nronouncenent of ¢ Soviet 


Tt 


éinione+, the eancire Sowiet nrese, including the writings of 
25X1 F : : P 
in which no mention ie 


mede oF forces. lebor ir “Tovwlet econoriv, ner ceva ec exernles.) 
On the other eide there Lie the "courterrevolstionrry" ov tre 


"“eytavii" trudging 49 tne nert cern center under euerd but Tully 


4. 


reeliging the monetrone recning oF boleneviem end nis relation-— 


rhb, 


of taie work) thet the inherent cherecterietic of bolanav’ em 


bs 


; toteliterion rule - is menifestine iteel? in tro WES S 4, pro- 


: mg ke i. fescealh seth ata 28 Dh, ia hoe. : 
Jecte@é rile over the ortveriel. life of er inditvidusi and over 
jae sniritual Life of man. The concentration esis eyatem nrime. 


vily retlives tos former. The prisoner is e sleve in the noyvsi- 


ofl sense but ne ie more Pres ther on, Coviet citizen wao is 


tertec wire, "Pree" life tn the USSR efforce cn incivinuel 


wetter moetertel conditisns wate, nowever, mact ba neid by «& 


"“wolanter:" renunctetion of ao‘rituel freedoms erd by the reesnon- 
elbilities wiich stem from it. Fech nerson who tries to nrecerve 


ais enirituel freedom in one wey or anottiear resists boleueviam 


ena soorer or leter Finda nAimsal? in a lebtor ern. 


Tae corvractive-lehor cemp evatem in the USSR did not 
avolve eccidantéaliy. Let ma renemt once tore thet it is Fa 


guerertee to the etability of the Soviet stricture, Bolshevict 


Oye 
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prepesands would lose i*e Forca if there wens no voliticel 
wolice, no syetar of concentretion cemns, and no Serr or the 
uerrifying experienceas of imyriennment and lite in lebor camne. 
Rerce conceantretion ermne mast be examined aimulterancel: fe 

zB snirce of power of the Soviet reeime end fs a asdnas of waak- 
ness, Letor cenns instill tne oopuletion with feer of Lolenevism 
end tiey ¢iso provice the nonulation with a cause Yor netred. 
Tae Corractive-Lebor Carn system is the sole bulwark of tne 5o- 


pleea in the USSR where such hatrad 


tuis betred ie not exnressed it is et least thought 


Tne avse, anc nerisos the aeekeier mecning oF le- 


“or gemme Lies in their ability to stebilire the Soviet autnor- 


at 


jt> pad in ine néirt they pley in the strugele ageinuet Dolsseviem, 


P, The Seononic Significence of Crmps 


Tt worl! te er gerest mietrxe not to vélue Soviet concertrer- 
tior ermes eotfictently for tu.eir economic immort. However it 


woul.e. Also be ircorrect to exemine them only ps acnnomic enteroricas 


Vs 
oe 


end pe eveenigettone For tne exploitation of forcad lebor even in 


ne Llivat of tustr nolitierl] insortance deecrited atove. 


The sconomic aynloitrtion of lsbor cemne is of primery 
. haa bet 
ienifiernce. As nes alrasd beer pointed ort, orison labor +e 
Readplee ak Co tue neck pas 
gta taba scorched 


née waite Fen-Beltie Cancel 


ucad on Llerge conetruction vuragec’ 


Stetin, tus Beykel-Atr Redlrord "rank Line, tye Morcdve 
Volas Ornel, tos Noril'esk Jopver ond Fickle Combine, the S' 2K 


i Severo.rete'sk Beunite Mines/ and many otuere, 


< 
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mit oe : : : LT . : 
taey exis oF all for politicsl regeore, wed bnetr econonic ex- 


sloitetion, #¢ thet of any nthar Soviet Be determined 


eceviet molicy end the uninue econsric etret— 


by the neede of the 
rad Pe * 


eey cP tne bolehewiire, 


ne reletionsiin between the noliticerl end economia ese 


pects of the covvective-letor cen system mey be deserived ss 


Follows; 
FS he ats, ata (+ h 7 a spate tear . : 2 
The anes Poth ees ond iné@ivicurl) ere made from 
gies ; , 
Hs Gver since the Comzissrriste (sow 
ie oa, of Stete Seovrity: wes sepmrated. from the old TEVD 


me gvrests hewy Leen errriad ont by the steta security orern, 


ze 


Vote Gnvectiertions end @sterminas the ree 


° 


“reraiva Tafeyreas tllch pre to te ennlied, 


en, eal fate ge ards ie. a a3 . 
Subeequsntiy, th: mesertty af “ne mereone arrested, ele 


ThOUe a mit oll, ere sent ta asneantretion came, "he eOny tentren 


‘ 


another apency, the Ministry 


oe - Pies: o ‘ a . ~ 
LlOM Gerve ere urler che oontrol of 


a 


oF Internal affetre-, It is only at this soins to 


priscner termine ses end the prisoner ie considered 


eo lenor Pores ritlect ta economic sxploitetion., ( The so-called 


lanartrrce of priecnerse ae & labor fores is of courece 


25X1 


texen inte reeoiet by the bclLenevike, ‘whan 


contacting errests she MTVD does not forset its aconorte interests" 


Lote tae mm ver. @emuretes,. Tha ooliticrl rsa sa monic -enecte 
oP tie corvsctive-letar eon svete sre an Tread Suet heither one 
-Aw tt - ae : o 

hor Tie Oc iar fer he Ps & coreeqrenca OF oF fe © cover 


onp +) Ms a a 
7 or Tne ofan. 
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sroed oriesn Lebar ia 
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bat ‘ust ce dependent on boleneviet nolicy as the rest or 
AJ ca e a 3 


a 


the Soviet aconom. Crip by virtue of this Joes the 
tht Urbane Ly 


aenect predominate, ‘siirbe Fur economic renectyNis not 


political 


4 


eotten', Horeover it “ig rot forgotsen" if i% 


Ac hes elreecy Veen mantionu)d, evidence is not sifticieniv- 
le eweiletie t5 cecartein more evectly the eigni 


eomrectivesleher eystan erd conesquantly Mee rese terroriers, 


wetoh ween thease crome Full, in tha over-el* cicture 97 the 
netinnel sesnory oF tha TSSR. “he losses wiich constitute 


ce ec9et of else erisorn letine't ere herdly teen inte eccount 


ty the bolehevile, For exemls, if © melified machine-buil a 


er is anoeecenced se ie eont to nerforn loering onerptions. de 


fe renléceau f4 tue clant bo iis comrades wio heve yet mot Leen 


‘ 


errastes ame wio in ais abaerce ere revaired to “work more and 


or ¢ voluntery tLreis", In en attemnt to neutrelice the 


Tae 


Sy syetemetic losses of quel iviad personnel, 


ha eteta ca@curity orgrnes, & sneciel systen ces 


este ieasé in 1o¢% wherety the renreseed incividuel (vrovic- 


4. 


“ae eonvietion wes not earious) serve’ ule garterce at cerk, 


effecte: the mrieocnare wno 


5X1 : 
the eeantrel orgene of 


STLAG of the BVT tract +he eRill- 4d snd urofeesionrl sriconers 


vary Tormelly end regerd taern se unelilled letor, 03 
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